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PARIS 


AN AUTHENTIC FRENCH PERFUME INDUSTRY 
IN MEXICO 


The photograph above is that of the handsome 
and modern building which houses the Laboratories 
Arcy of Mexico. Surrounded by spacious and beautiful 
gardens, these laboratories are located at Avenida del 
Castillo No. 201, in the Lomas de Chapultepec 


Visitors in Mexico from countries north of the 
Rio Grande, where authentic French cosmetic products 
are sold at almost prohibitive prices because of verv 
high import duties and equally high luxury tax, will 
be pleased to discover that the Laberatories Arcy of 
Mexico supply the local market with the finest French 
perfumes and cosmetics at very reasonable price. 


The Laboratories Arcy of Mexico command a 
most picturesque view of the exclusive Lomas residen- 
tial section and the rolling hills in the background 
Mr. Louis Eychenne is the owner and general manager 
while Mr. Henri Thuillier is the technical chief. They 
beth belong to the famous school of perfume chemists 
whose origin and capital is Grasse, France 


With traditional French hospitality Mr. Eychenne 
escorts the visitor through the various sections of his 
plant, explaining in detail how it operates. From the 
ample reception hall we proceed to the air-conditioned 
room stocked with rows cf large containers wherein 
alcohol is being aged after having been processed and 
rectified. Each of the larger containers has a capacity 
of 2,000 liters, while the smaller, whose contents are 
intended for lotions, have that of 500 liters 


Our next stop is in the main laboratories, which 


are equipped with a variety of precision and tesf 
instruments, indispensable in the medern process of 
producing fine perfume. Mr. Eychenne explains that 
his establishment utilizes solely imposied French cgsen- 
ces and ingredients. The price of some of these is 
above ten thousand pesos per kilo. Once received at 
the plant these materials are handled with extreme 
care: they are bottled and stored for subsequent use in 
air-conditioned rooms 


The finished products in all lines—which comprise 
the perfumes, lotions and brilliantines INTERMEZZO 
CAPRICE, BALLET, SONATA, PIGALLE and 
OH, LA, LA!!, anti-sunburn off BRONZASOI 
ARCY, and English Lavander Lotion. brilliantine and 
soap ARCY —are original creations of these laborato 
ries. The scent combinations, the styles and designs 
of containers, show delicate taste. These products 
destined to enhance feminine charm and beauty and 
to please the most exacting clientele, are examples of 
the finest in this branch of science and art 


In parting, our attentive hosi, Mr. Eychenne 
points out that perfumes have their poetry, much as 
poetry has its perfume. quoting a stanza of Countess 


de Noilles 


Le visage baigné des flots joyeux de lair 
Et de tous les parfums que le vent doux etale 


(Her face caressed by the joyous air 
And all the perfumes brought by the wind 








Hospitality keynctes gracious living in 


Mexico Land of contrast and charm. 


Here you find romance and excitement: 
sightseeing, resting and relaxing amidst exotic, co- 


lerful surroundings. 


You will experience unforgettable thrills ex- 
ploring vestiges or ancient civilizations and when 
shopping in picturesque villages for unbelievably 


beautiful handmade arts and crafts. 


Everywhere ideal, springlike weather, and Colonial cities with 20th 


Century conveniences. 


And travel is so very inexpensive in Mexico. 
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Grave Municipal Problem 


NCE again the heavy rainfai! of the summet 

months has produced in this city the grave 

problem of flooded streets, paralyzing tratin 

and commerce in the downtown section, en- 
tailing a material loss running into hundreds of mil 
lions of pesos, and imperiling the health of the popu 
lation 

The floods are due to the progressive sinking of 
the city’s ground-level, which, on the other hand, is 
attributed to the contraction of the subsoil resulting 
from the extraction of water by thousands of deep 
wells, Thus, paradoxically, the excess of water above 
is due to the shortage of water below 

As is commonly known, the Valley of Mexico was 
at one time almost entirely covered by water, and the 
ancient city of Tenochtitlan comprised various islands 
Through the course of centuries the water had been 
largely drained off the surface—-with only a remnant 
of the great lake Texeoco remaining today along the 
Northeastern margins of the city—, but the subsoil 
upon which the modern City of Mexico rests is a wa- 
tery slush of the former lake-bottom, extending to an 
explored depth of three thousyund feet. And since the 
composition of this Slush is nine parts water and one 
part dirt, the extraction of some of this water content, 
as well as the greatly increased pressure from above 
created by the weight of numerous heavy new buil- 
dings, naturally condenses the dirt and lowers the 
ground-level of the city. 

Ilence, again paradoxically, in order to prevent 
future floods the city must absorb a great volume of 
water, or to find a way of replenishing the water that 
has been drawn from its subsoil, or to at least stop its 
further depletion. With the sinking of its ground-level 
now representing an approximate average of twelve 
inches a year, the problem of floods ts becoming more 
acute and perilous with each rainy season. It can, in 
the course of future years, actually render large sec 
tions of the metropolis untenable 

Thus the solution of this dire problem has preoccu 
pied our city authorities and has become the subject 
of urgent and exhaustive studies. As a general con- 
sensus, a total rehabilitation of the drainage system 
is deemed necessary. This system, designed and built 
for a city of five hundred thousand inhabitants is in- 
adequate for one that now exceeds three million and 
has, moreover, become functionally defective because 
of the undulant ground-level. At the time when the 
main drainage eanal, which removes the sewage from 
the city, was built some fifty years ago, its level was 
forty-five feet below that of the Zocalo square The 
precipitated sinking of the city level in recent years 
has reduced this difference in level to fifteen feet. 
which has almost eliminated the force of gravitation 
that sends the sewage waters from the city mains 
into the canal. The fact that this canal extends over 
a length of forty-eight kilometers on a straight level 
further reduces the foree of gravitation. Thus, if the 


city continues sinking at the present rate within a few 
more years the drainage canal will become entirely 
inserviceable. And if this should ever come to pass 
the city will face a veritable catastrophe 

The municipal government, however, is obviously 
cognizant of the grave menace, and is exerting every 
effort to avert it. While the floods are being reduced 
by means of pumping installations, extensive studies 
are being carried out by specially appointed commis 
sions of experts which will lead to a definitive project 
to permanently safeguard the city 

Since it is now generally agreed that the tloods 
are caused by the city’s sinking and that this sinking 
is due to the withdrawal of water from its spungy sub 
soil, the initial phase of the project must involve the 
elimination of deep wells which are extracting an 
average of eight thousand liters of water per second 
For it is only by stopping further depletion of subsoil 
water that the city’s ground-level can be brought to a 
point of stability, lacking which a rehabilitation of 
the underground drainage system could not be carried 
eut with success 

The project therefore primarily consists of finding 
a substitute source for the deep wells which at present 
produce a large share of the potable water required 
by the city. According to authoritative studies, this 
source may be found within a clase proximity to the 
city in the mountains surroundnig the Valley of Me 
xico. It has been estimated that a maximum volume 
of twenty-three thousand liters per second could be 
obtained from spring-fed streams and subterranean 
deposits along the zone extending from Texeoco and 
Amecameca to the slopes of the voleanoes, and that 
this volume would suffice for the needs of the city 
up to 1970, when its population will likely reaci: a to 
tal of four million and a half 

It is caleulated that the cost of building the new 
water supply system would be in the neighborhood of 
of a billion pesos. Following, moreover, the creation 
of this new system it would vet be necessary to re 
habilitate the drainage installation, which would re 
present an investment of an equally formidable sum 
An expenditure of such dimensions, unfortunately, is 
entirely beyond the means of a niunicipal government 
whose current annual budget is that of three hundred 
and fifty million pesos. 

Hence other ways and means will have to be found 
to finanee the project. The population at large, duly 
aroused to the common danger, will have to be induced 
to provide the money for the urgent task. The problem 
might be solved through the issue of bonds to be offer 
ed to the public upon the consideration that since the 
peril of floods affects every inhabitant of this city to 
rid the city of this peril must involve the material 
cooperation of all 

Whatever steps are taken, it is obvious that the 
problem demands swift and effective action 
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By Sylvie Martin 
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Clay figure playing Turtle Shell. Figure blowing conch-shell 


From Nayarit. 


Clay figure of drummer and Huehuetl. 
From Jalisco. 


Musical Instruments 


of Ancient Mexico 


HE main funetion of music in Ancient Mexico 

was to accompany religious ceremonies, and uive 

them rhythm, movement and action. Another 

function was simply to make noise, to scare off 
the enemy or confuse him. Music, for private recres 
tion, was probably secondary. 

To the present date no string instruments have 
been discovered from pre-Spanish Mexico. They had 
only percussion and wind instruments, rattles, tinklers 
and rasps 

There were two general types of drums. a large 
drum, used mainly in upright position, was generally 
made from a thick log, hollowed out from both ends, 
with a membrane stratched on top. The general name 
for these drums is Huehuetl, and the bigger they were 
the bigger the name assigned to them. Thus they were 
called in Nahuatl: Panhuehuetl and Tlalpanhuehuet! 
The Huehuet! was usually about twelve to eighteen in- 
ches in diameter, depending upon the height and from 
two feet to four feet high, with walls about two in- 
ches thick. Sometimes the huehuetl was brilliantly 
painted and bedecked with gold bands and feathers, 
and often it was very elaborately carved. 

It was played by hitting with the hands, fingers, 
er with little balls made of native rubber placed on 
the ends of sticks. The lower part was open and was 
usually in such manner that the drum stood on several 
supports. The membrane that was stretched over the 
top was said to be of tiger or deer-skin. It is also re- 
lated, in the old chronicles, that in order to raise the 
tone of the drum, it was brought nearer to the cere- 
monial fire, so that the hide would shrink more, and 
give a sharper note. The old conquistador Bernal Diaz 


By Frederick A. Peterson 


del Castillo, in his Ilistoria Verdedera de la Con 
quista,’’ has this to say about the Tlalpanhuehueti 

‘They had an exceedingly large drum there, and 
when they beat it the sound of it was so dismal and so 
resembling echoes from the infernal regions, that it 
could be heard over a distance of two leagues, and 
they told me that the skins it was covered with, are 
the skins of great snakes.’’ 

The other type of drum was the Teponaztli. This 
was usually a long round drum, used in horizental 
position, and generally open on the bottom side. This 
opening was used to hollow out the drum. The top 
side had two longitudinal tongues on it. which were 
a fixed part of the drum on both ends, but were cut 
away on the sides and in the middle, where they al 
most met, thus forming a long “‘H’’-opening. The 
two tongues were struck with rubber-covered sticks, 
each tongue having two different tones, according to 
which end was struck. This drum was not used for 
signalling, but as accompaniment for the religious 
and ritualistic dances 

A small type of Huehuet] was used in war time, 
and sometimes in dancing. Padre Diego Duran, in his 
‘Historia de Las Indias,’’ Chapter I, says of this 
‘‘And with the Lords all in their places ready in the 
wing to go against those of Azcapotzaleo, with their 
shields and swords, King Izcoat! sounded a little drum 
that he carried on his back, which excited all of the 
Mexica of the army to great shouts and whistles and 
uproar, so that it put great fear into their opponents.’’ 

The Maya ealled this type of drum, ‘‘Tunkui,’’ 
and it was reported that it could be heard a great 
distance. The teponaztli is usually of a higher s und 
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than the huehuvetl, and was used in conjunction with 
the huehuetl at dances to take the tenor part, in « 


1 
I 
it 


position to the hass or basso-profunde of the tir 
huet! 

Padre Motolonia tells us about such use the 
drums in his *‘ Historia de los Indios de la Nueva Ks 
pafia,’’ Chapter Hl: ‘‘Both drums sound very well 
and can be heard a long distance away. The large: 
drum, covered (with parchment) is beaten with the 
hands and this one they call IHuehuetl. The other is 
beaten like the drums of Spain, with sticks, althoug! 
it is made differently and called Teponaztli 
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Sometimes huehuetls were made out of elay nal 


several examples are still in existence from the Zapo 
tec, Mixe and Aztee cultures 

Often flutes and flageolets would accompany the 
drums and help to swell the singing and dancing 


Clay figure of drummer. 
From Oaxaca. 
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Often the combined effe« vould arouse the daneers 
to the point of eestasy 
One story idustrat the religious funetion of 
musical instruments in ancient days. It is said that, 
in the Maya region, a mer was playing at a hu 
man sacrifice when he iissed the beat and threw 
everyone out of step. This was regarded as an omin 
the ritual was immediately 
stopped. The drummer was then made captive and 
held to take the place of the victim who was supposed 
to have been sacrificed. However, it is related that 
he eseaped and fled tl country Such a custom to 
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Flutes and flageolets were very popular, and som: 
of them are still to be found mn use today, as in 
the famous Pole-Danee or ‘‘Denza de los Vola 
dores,”’ held in Papant a, Vera Cruz on Corpus Chris 
tl They were made of reeds yood, bone or clay pies 


were called in Nahuat! Teezilieat Tlapizalli, ane 
( uatechtlapizalli 


Continued on page 59 


Copper bells. 


— 3 = TT 


Clay Flute with effigy head on end. 
From Valley of Mexico. 


Rasping instruments made out of deer-bone. 

















The Futile Life of 


HE figure of a man, dark against the sky, was 
outlined in the glowing window of the church 
tower. 

It was Pito Perez, lost in contemplation of the 
landseape. His great eracked shoes grimaced with 
pain, his trousers looked as if made of cobwebs; and 
his coat, fastened only with a safety-pin, eried out 
from all its open seams for the world’s pity, and eried 
in vain. An old straw cartwheel surrounded his head 
with its golden halo. Beneath his wretched clothing 
could be seen his body, more wretched still; his eo 
lorless skin; and his lean withered face was like that 
of an ascetic wasted by fasting and vigilance. 

‘What are you up here for, Pito Perez?’ 

‘*To fish for memories with the 'andseape as my 
bait.’ 

‘And I to hammer out figures of speech on the 
forge of the sunset.’ 

‘Is it hard work?’ 

‘No, indeed. And for you? 

‘Not at all. We climb the tower for different 
ends and each of us, in his own way, pursues his aim 
You, the poet, come to withdraw from the world 
while you hunt for the rhymes—fourteen little trem- 
bling birds—of a sonnet; I to draw still nearer to my 
native town before I leave it, perhaps forever; to 
feast my eves on it, and to carry away in my memory 
all its nooks and corners. al! its streets and orchards 
and hillsides. Possibly I may never see them any 
more.’ 

‘Are you taking to the road again, Pito?’ 


By Armando Garcia Nute: 


ito Pérez 


By José Rubén Romero 


What else can I do? I am just a roving scamp 
and | shall never find a fixed employment. It’s not 
that | want to go, | give you my word. I dislike leav- 
ing my native earth; after all, it is very much my 
own, Oh, those meat pies of Canuto’s! Oh. Aunt Su- 
sa’s tripe! Oh, the coconut cakes that Lino, the baker, 
knows how to make—how I relish them all! But I am 
just over a long unlucky drunken spell, and my rela- 
tions, like everyone else in town, are tired of my 
company. Everything proves it to me: in the shops 
they will not give me credit any more; my friends 
do not ask me to their gatherings; and the President 
of the Town Council treats me as if | were the worst 
of criminals 

‘Why do you suppose he doubled the time T have 
just finished serving? Simply because of an innocent 
remark | made when | was sentenced. With the airs 
of a Solomon he announeed his judgment: Pito Pe 
rez, for being drunk and disorderly, a fine of ten pe 
sos, or thirty days in jail. To which I replied, with 
perfect urbanity, “‘But, Mr. President, what will you 
do with me all that time?t’’ At onee he discharged 
against me all the guns of his authority and econdemn- 
ed me to clean the prisoners’ latrine for three nights 
in succession. Have you noticed that the despot’s pro- 
fession is easier than that of the doctor or the law- 
ver’ First year: cycle of promises, smiles, and atten 
tions for the voters: second year liquidation of old 
friendships, to avoid being reminded of the past; 
third year: complete course of self-worship and me- 
galomania; fourth and last year: reign of personal 
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shall be ent 
Madman.’ 

the i 
My 


gleamed in 


conversation 
Poet 
the 
overt 
Pito 
gleamed in 


ther 


pleasure 
and a 
coping of 
the edge 


Perez 


betwee na 


seated ourselves on 


new 


legs 


hoes, beside the old shoes of 


their rich-man's price fact, so 

that Pito’s @ 
aml | felt all the depths of his reproach 
the 
mequality 


Why 


between a 


oolish 


ance rested on with 


Chur 


scorn? 


shoes were epitome of a world full o Injustice 


’ 
ana 


should our eonversation be ealled the dj 


owe and a madman 


puret 


Because you set vourself up for a poet and he 


Ihe 
has a sere y 
ler 


thes 


lam considered hopelessly insane towns 


say that everybody in \ 
What nonsense! They 
Maria igious 


always in chureh 


my TAMILS 


sits that my sisters 


are re manines beeause 


an 


are say that Concha is touel 


el 
to sit on 


the table 


the ‘ 


because she sprericis her time teaching stree dogs 


their hind legs and a vellow eat to eat at 


like a gentleman; they say Josefa thre 


herself head first into a well beeause she was out 


and Dolore it eraz\ so these Wise 


their 


iF her mine 


beeatise she 


the 


ire 


acres deelare in mifallible WiIseloni 


fell in love with a eireus-rider. Joaquin priest 


is Insane. it seems. hbeeause he does not « about 


old bi 
the 


hearing the confessions of churceh-haunting 


and l 


rags and tatters 


wots drink. sing, weep, and wa 


insane 


why’? Bee: ! 


street in am 
those 


they 


What senseless logie! The real are 
the 


of dying; the 


who live without will to live must because 


are afraid real madwomen are 


violence to their feelings, just se 
they 
those who torment animals instead « 
Am | not right. Brother 


those kneel to 


who do own 


will say ran away with a cireus-rider 


Hhsane are 
ing them to 
ils The 


iike themselves in order to wabble obseen 


love men 


really mad whe hen 


nre 
exactly thes 
those laundry-women who go down to the river 
Saturday to the shirt they po 
full well they the 
week they other te put 
eraziet 


ike 

wash 

that 
next hecanse 

on; and than I the people 

laugh or weep or drink, merely because they 

to empty 1 prefer my family of lu 


naties to the herd of hy poerites who think rhe in old 


every one 


knowing will do very 


thing have he 


tur are who «lo not 


are siaves 

social observances 

animal because l do not sleep in their sheepfold 
bleat when they bleat.’ 

but thing to 

ind another to spend vour life committing f 

putting it so plainly—to have 


What is 


it's one be thought erazy by on 


hes aned-—pardon me for 


ne regard for vour own good nan yout 


iitelligenece for 
and vou 


The 


am 


fiddlesticks! trut! 
believe this—is that | 
bad luck has followed me since | 
I undertake turns out otherwise than I 
But don’t drink for that reason 
because | enjoy it and 
anv talent. I apply it to 
drink for nothing or in se 
please dd twice 


time | 


Intelligence 


Wil not doomed to mistor 


My 


whatever 


Tune Was bor 
have 
intended imagine | 


1 drink 


1 have 


tor nothing else It 


finding w 


aVS «of 


ting doing |! 


my 


ove llow I yo) myselt that 


crank whole harre ! i niat Wine 
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wineshop W itheut 


you 


the owners discovering 
up to! Ell tell how I did it, in e: 
profit by my example 

the barrels of 
ers’ chairs. Arriving there 
I carefully took 
\fter conversing a while I would 
effort, drunkenly 
remarked 


He 


fours.’ 


the Flores 
what I 
yeu should ever care to 
In the 

backs to the custon 


night the others 


Wis ise 


Flores shop wine served 


the 


every 


us 


seat 


with my 
near a certain barred 
mumbling 


leet 


with ar 
that Pito Perez does get! 


the shop 


wet to 
Put 
the 
ves in his right 
that 

1 had 


sometimes 


my 
how full 


owners of arri 


And 


home 


night alter night 
on all 
find 
hands 


mind and leaves 
To 


my 


is exactly what | my way 


and knees 


the street on 
| t. sometimes barking 
convineing that 
The secret 
whieh I made with 
barrel I in 


irrigations, 


to cross 
mewilng like 
always vy so the 
ved me in play 

a hole 


favorite 


bout 


a «dow 
animais themselves fo 
if my drinking was t 
the he: ot my 


tule is 18 


i corkserew mn 


for 


I earried to my 


rubber used 


serter] a 
this coat : 
eomtort of iquid so delicious that hy 


mul lated the contents of the 


ane hy ph tt er 
mouth the 
sucking | 
Afterward 
the 


holes «cannot be 


sSitig my 


diligent soo 
with a plug of Campeche 

What a pity that 
plugged in the same way! 


lorevetl 
some 
The 
for to begin with, 
To lose it is 


A comfortable teel, 


I concealed hole 


of wine 1s terrible \ riends 


drunkard must loss | modesty 


but when it is you 


Mexico's most ! d rogues is said to have 


about vour life, Pito Perez 


just now; | must keep an appointment 


with a friend who has offered to buy me a few drinks 


it would be wicked not to make the most of so rich 


opportunity 

then Come to this 
we go 
bottle 


cougnac 


Let us eonelude a bargain 


every evening and whet down | will 


with a 
ay 


tor vour eonversatioat 
mpag 


for the rich 


(ry anything I choose 
Don't be ' Those 
do not love our native Men 
such drinks are, | imagine. like the Mexieans who 
Europe to blond as 
We should 
skinned 
ir drinks 


Puruaran 


alarmed things are 


s whe soil who et 


pov 
went to fetel i as cham 
eountry 


yovern 


prince 
use what the 
like 
tequila, charanda, or 
offspring of the 
rieotole If the 
rum | the parish } 
bler than they are and kinder 
Very well, then 

pay for every 

le of that 


so much 


produce Ss 


men, Judrez, to us; and for 


the aguardiente of 
sugar-cane, a vegetable as 
Mass were celebrated with 
would be hum 
to their floeks.’ 
clive rt 
conversation 
aguardiente of Puruaraén 
What evildoers we are, after all 


aperitil mut piece 0 


as the grape 


assure you rests 
much 
witl 


you 


Since yi i me so 


hour ol vour 
very 
we 
a hungry I 


man an never a 


And 


listening to 


amused ! 


think vou ing to be 
ne! You think 1 ' lle 
verness, or a music-box that plays only gay 
My life like that of all buffoons; but 
om seeing people laugh so often at my pain I have 
ind to find my grief less 
hitter when it provides merriment for others. T am 
oft ; generous host, for I 
break my another’s expense 

will he 


vou are y 


Ss a mosaic of wit 
and ole 
tunes is sac, 


come to laugh at it myself, 
search of iV 
to drink at 


according to our bargain. it 


never 
To 


your 


now il 
promise 
morrow, 
turn 

winding 
the 


And 


stairway afl 


rn the 
coin through 


clisappe red ad 


like 


Perez 
tower 


Pito 
the 


slot of f alms-heox 


dirty 


on the dot 
e of the day before 


eeting 
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duly, 


luloid collar, a eravat like a disordered bird's nest 
and in the buttonhole his filthy coat, a 
tion that resembled a stain of blood. Fixed in the lace 


the sky like 


blown earnation 


Le 


red carna 


ol 


mantillia of iI sun. too, was an over 


How elegant you are, Pito Perez! 

‘Am I not? My own mother would not know me 
trouble is that not 
that hat 
whom it belonged 


match 1 suit 


the 
large a 


1 he 


and 


ny shoes do 


‘ 
Tome 


1¥ 


small. because dead to 


rot 


Is 


did 


my 
have so head 1s 
hiihe 

Sines hi mentioned mother, let us begin 
with her the 
which cannot, I 
My mother 
by 
passed her 
took the 


poorer 


ive my 
vou have asked me to tell; a story 
any 


story 
useful 


the straight 


am sure serve purpose 
was a saint who wandered fro 
doing good. Like a Sister of Charity 
nights watching at the bedsides of the sick 
to feed 


with 


path she 


bread f mouths persons 


thar 


the dead 


om our 


she 
silk 


bout 


hands 

W hen 

the neighbor 
him 


grew sit 


ourselves 
in theirs 


another 


who were 


she shrouds 


the 


wrapped 


time | was born Infant of 


ett 


motherle she offered her gener 


but the 
I grew weak and sickiy, because 


hood was SS 


“ 
kL 


Pus breasts whereas intruder on 


and robust her mil 


for us both 
the 


eve! 


lil not suffice 
Wit h 


those 


mirtortunes 


the threshold 


there 


‘This was first of 


. 
have dogged me sinee | reached 


with my brothers; but as was no 


to 
even tt 


along 
with 
Prolessions, » eclucate 
boys had the preferences The 
quin went to the Seminary and Francisco to 
| to have a 


ol life 
all us with 


three of 
the 


Wiis 


HLOneY which provide 


two oldet 
that Joa 
the Law 


priest an 


or us all, 


result 


School, since my mother wishes 
a lawyer in the family: the 
in heaven above, the other to protect our interests on 
the earth For me they that 
partook of both professions and made me an acolyte 
in the parish church. Thus I | the 


wore a cassock | 
priest and had charge of money ace 


one to make us respecter 


below chose an office 
ke 
like the 
lytes being, indeed, very like the executors of simple 
the hands of both lawyers and 
whether it the 
is likely to disappear 


iawvet 


minded folk, sinee in 
acolytes the money belongs to saints 


of this world or of the next 
‘In the performance of my ecclesiastical functions 
To the priests of the church | 

Never did | 
which out 


and 


1 was accomp ished 
urn mv back it 


Lord 
the 


was always respectful 


' 
t 
} ley 

me ana? Ot WAS @#XTM) 


reverently un 
sed; never, to make the 
weep, did | put chile seeds in the censer 
| make water in the the 
other acolytes were in the habit of doing 


celebrant worshipers 


did 
the 


} 
mea 


never 
sacristy 
At 
times the people who saw me, dressed in my red eas 
sock, trotting in the direction of my home remarked 
with emotion, “‘Oh, what a good little boy Dota Con 
chita Gaona’s son is! So And ean 
you guess why I did not take off my acolyte’s vown 
when | went home? Because | had no trousers to put 
on, and with the skirts of my cassock | covered my 
nakedness to the very ankles. Thus I that 
clothing may hide many things that cannot bear th 
serutiny of daylight. 


eorners of ais 


' 
pious ! So sincere 


learned 


Ruis, nick 
counselor it 


smoke 


‘A fellow acolyte, one Melquiades 
named San Dimas, was my guide and 
mischief. It was he who taught me, first 
in church, and then to drink the wine out of the sa 
ered vessels. They called him San Dimas, not because 
he was so devout in his worship of the Good Thief. 
but because he was himself so good a thief. The sly 
rascal passed his time burning my behind with the 
live coals of the censer; saying, when I protested 
‘‘Brother Pito, the pain is a penance. Your burns 
bring you closer to the Lord. In punishing your wea 
ker side I] am merely the instrument of Divine Justi 
To which I replied **Just remember it’s mv 


ce 


‘AN 
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you 


fatter side, tow that seorehing mé 


jackass! 


yout 


One day we saw a rich farmer from Turiran, al 
ter praying a long the alms-box 
of the Captive Christ, out atitude beeause there 
had hard frosts on land ‘Look, Pito 
San Dimas said to me what luck the Captive ¢ hrist 


absent 


thine drop a in 
ol gt 


his 


pone 
been no 


has had and with what an air he receives the 
the faithful. Later, no doubt, [is Reverence 
them You heard him say 
to visit Morelia and buy himself a piece of 


collected 


fitts of 
will 
he 
rattan fur 
these days 
to the 
San 


Use for his own needs 


wants 
are 


whatever alms 


to get up early and go 


niture with 
What if 


hefore 


we were 
he 

Dimas convinced 
he older than a 
that burned in his eyes and made them light up from 
he had Moreover, 
theories on were 
the 


alms-box does 
trouble 


fire 


me without much 


Decause was aml because of a 


certan ove me 
the 


strict 


within power 


my subject of private property 


They striet on 
subject of property belonging to the sai for I 
indulgent with the needy; 
the legal identity 


ute a man the 


never very were even less 


nts 
be very 


to 
them 


gine! the saints to 
without 


to 


and what is more, be 


which Th 


would enable 
ot 

And your conscience 

l keep that 
along othe 
little acolytes arrived at the 
While San Dimas was lighting the candles 
the altar tor the Mass, keeping eye 
meanwhile the door of the went 
toe to the Captive Christ. Taking fro 
sock a blunt knife which | 
pose, | raised the lid of 
put both my hands 
pieces the coins of silver opened 
like 


bers 


prosec 
eourts law 

Pito Pere 
under cover where it belongs, 
Next morning 


when it was ba 


well 


with useless things two 
chureh 
rely day 
on high first in 
on tip 
my 
the pur 
the alms-box and in mortal 
Among the 
frightened eves, 


on sacristy, | 


n under eas 


had brought for 


Iright insicle coppet 


pig 
! band 


maidens surprised stark naked by a 


Sh!’ said San Dimas from the high altar, hea: 
In ght I ciearly saw the 


out to 


ing the pennies clink my fr 
Captive 

Hastily « 
from the 


to San 


ine 
piece rei cloth 
amd tre ibling 
like a soul 


reach an arin as til seize 


the 
delivered it 


(‘hrist 


uptving nm a ot 
altar, | 


W“ ho 


money 
in fens 
Dimas flew from the church 
earried off by the Devil 
In Nazario, the 
llurry Pito. The father 
Mass already 
‘Aware that the 
riving and settling 
contessionais Cont exs 
the the lather 
Knuckles was getting into his robes. Only the black 
with gold galloons for the Mass of the Dead 
remained to be put on. We called him Father Knuek 
les of and for the 
regularity with which he rapped our poor heads with 


lingers as vellow and knotted as rods of bamboo 


said to me, 


tor 


came sacristan, ana 


up is getting dressed 


first elderly 


at 
im «the 


iaults 


worshipers were 
the stools 
their 


sacristy 


themselves on 
ready to 


went to 


making 


night before, | 


of 
chasuble 


because his irascible disposition 


rite 
lowered glanee whose scrutiny neth- 
in the role of assistant. earrying the 
missal on my chest very devoutly; pricking my ears 
in every direction to note whether the robbery had 
been Father Knuckles resembled a creat 
capital letter in gold, 1 insignifieant 
small letter printed in red ink 

My thoughts thus distracted by 
kept forgetting the of the 
keep the celebrant remarking 


(hut then, to celebrate the 


priest with a 


we went together 
the 


ing escaped; I, 


discovered 


heside him, an 
crine, I 
to 


my 
Maas ; 
lapses | re 
mprehensible as the Latin 
page 44 


responses and 


from my 


pliel in a gibberish as ine . 


Continued on 
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Patterns of an Old 


HIS FLESH AND BLOOD 


ONG atter the dav's business “ ove thie 
lights turned off and the tron curtains pulled 
cown over the street door and windows, Senor Ce 
ballos remained sitting at his desk in the eor 

ne the crowded wareroom behind the phara 
peering over his aceount shuffling seraps of pape! 
ngyering catalogues and acivertising lolders, com) 
in@ the list of items he mild if ‘ ‘ le ‘ the 

Wing «day thus in the eustor I Wi wil 

routine 

Kael night he re ed j this manner from the 

tre us task of the cay Dalivir at his litieres 
desk he retarded as far as possible his retarn home 
‘ eferred the walk of everal bloeks to the rine 

here te ved he put off the inevitable return to 

surmountable ealit to a household whereot 

he was an inseparable vet somehow perpetually alien 

t Rach night his mind mildly burdened with 

drum Dusiness worrk with small q jotidian pro 
Liems, he thus enjoved such peaceful interim; and 
now is so often before, while bent over his desk he 


thought about the wrowing diffieulties of his tract 
the hardships of conducting a neighborhood apotheca 
ry shop with constantly increasing competition and 
the exorbitant price of goods and the sheer lmpossi 


bility of ecarrving a satistactory assortinent of all the 


new preparations endlessly launched by the numerous 
iboratories and capriciously preseribed by physi 
Lats 

Here. amid his small worries, in the realm of pet 
ty triumphs and trivial failures, he vet enjoyed a 
myn of peace For a while longer he was yet safely 
removed and secluded from the one irreparable failure 
that comprised his personal existence Ilere he was 
vet el Sefior Ceballos, master of his modest domain 
employing his free initiative and exercising his full 
wuthoritvy—a free man conducting his business m his 
own way llere atter crowded twelve-hour work 
day. during this brief period of solitude, in his tran 
immersion, in a self-contemplation that was de 
void either of vearnings or regrets, he found the sus 
taining calm which enabled him to eonfront the m 


escapable reality that followed There was no dream 
in bis self-contemplation, for he had lost his dream 
long ago and now let his life shape its own course 
while he watched it from the sidelines 

The self-portrait which usually emerged in his 
vision was that of a man who in conventional measu 
res had achieved his moderate SUCCESS a smallish, 
stoutish man, active and alert despite his sixty 
years, cheerful and attentive though somewhat re 


l liked and respected 


served and not too amiable; t 


Tat 
his honesty and his obliging simple manner In the 
neighborhood, hia pharamacy was something of a lund 
mark and its owner a man of solid prestige. It was 
known of course that his home life had not turned 
out as well as he might have deserved and that per 
haps essentially he was a quite unhappy man But 
then. evervone knows that all marriages involve the 
premise of for better or worse, and that a man is in 
divisible from his fate 


Ile knew that he should have gone home earlier 
on this night: he was sure that there was nothing more 
he could do at his desk, that he had timished with his 
task long ago, and vet he remained sitting inert and 
undecided, waiting for time to pass I should be there, 
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City 


By Howard S. Phillips 


he thought This is the night when | she uld really 
be there. It is Rosita’s final night at home. I wouid 
like to be near her. She would probably want me to 
be there. But I suppose I will just be getting in their 
way. Everything has been properly taken care of. My 
wite has seen to that. She a ways manages that She 
does not need my aid or counsel. Everything is aiways 
taken care of properly 1 am indeed a fortunate man 


| have nothing to worry about Things are always 
done the way they should be, and all | have to co is 
pay the bills at eleven | will walk down the 
tisie and lead my daughter to the altar and give het 


Pomorrow 


away in marriage, and everyone will be happy and 
kind and | will be showered with eongratulations 
and then my daughter will be gone 

Somewhere, deep beneath the barrier of stilled 
emotions, of an insentience acquired through many 
years of suppressed pain and mute forebearanec, the 
final thought produced a pang, a sharp awareness ol 
Rosita—that one small 
t security within the ruin, the only thing he had pre 


ultimate desolation margin 


cariously retained as his own—was leaving, and now 
there would be only the ruin, and he alone and unsup 
ported in its midst 

| have had no place, he thought. And Rosita, pus- 
sively, if only by virtue of being truiy my flesh and 
blood, standing at my side, was placeless too, And yet 
in this strange way we were evenly divided—Pablo 
and she; Rosita and I. And now I will be alone. Now, 
even to retain my perilous placenessness will be a su 
preme ordeal 

These thoughts had often weighed on his n-ind 
in the past months, and usually they were quelled in 
resignation. He eould yet find relief in deferment 
There was yet a little time ahead, a time of grace 
Vaguely he felt that-even the inevitable might yet 
somehow be averted. But now there was no further 
deferment. The time was up. Ya llego el dia, he said 
to himself. Ya llegé. Put what indeed is the exact 
meaning of this erucial day? he asked himselt_ in 
stinctively, self-defensively seeking in rationalizing 
the query to arrive at the final calm of resignation 
Have I not expected it always? Have I not foreseen 
that this would have to happen some day—that she 
would presently grow up, become a young woman 
and seek her logical fulfillment, or at least a release 
that she would grasp the first opportunity to flee from 
their dismal midst? Life, he reasoned, vouchsafes 
everyone the right to seek a satisfactory existence 
yes, even to dream of happiness—and the time for it 
is youth. It is the brief and hazardous time when 
one does not pereeive the thorn under the rose—the 
sad and beautiful time of boundless faith and valor. 
of fervent hope and a blind eagerness to face danger, 
to go forth to life and wrest from it one’s due. 

We all begin like that, he pondered. We set out 
with courage and strength and begin building our lit- 
tle castle. and some times we build firmly and achieve 
a veritable shelter, and some times we fail, and we 
are compelled to dwell in ruin, or languish in a prison 
from which we can never escape Never? he asked 
himself Is not Rosita escaping now? Surely what- 
ever her future might hold in store. whether she finds 
a veritable shelter, a ruin or prison—-she is embracing 
her chance in eseape. This much she undoubtedly 
owes to herself. And this much he reealled with 
mild satisfaction—she has achieved for herself. 

Continued on page 42 




















ood and 


arewell 


By Hudson Strode 


UST as breakfast was being brought across the 
patio, a raggedy countryman with a wisp of a 
gray beard was admitted at the gate. He approach- 
ed Barker humbly, hat in hand. It seems he had 
come from Sefiora Barker's little farm across the ri 
ver. There was sume question about both the milk 
goats and the turkeys. Parker was slightly put out. 
Didn't the man know by now that he didn’t have 
any concern with such matters? He waved him tow- 
ard the kitchen. ‘‘My wife attends to such truck.’’ 

His wife was a remarkable manager, he explain 
ed to us. She hired and fired the farm workers, de 
cided what was to be planted, and gave the orders 
about the selling of the goat milk. **The workera r 
spect her, I can tell you—and if they need cussing, she 
can do it, in beth Spanish and Zapoteea, 1 can’t be 
bothered with petty accounts. Down here the women 
do that.”’ 

Parker divined that I was wondering just what 
he did do, *‘I’m too busy with my commission busi- 
ness,’’ he immediately amended. ‘‘I’m agent in these 
parts for a lot of different American products. And 
1 collect idols for sale and specimens for zoos. I en- 
tertain men like Covarrubias and Rex Ingram when 
they are down here painting or gathering material 
for books. And I’m correspondent for the Associated 
Press.’’ He pulled out his wallet and showed us his 
press ecard. He sighed profoundly. ‘‘But nothing 
much ever happens now. When there was no Panama 
Canal, the bay at Salina Cruz was jammed with ships 
of every nation. The steamer cargoes used to be trans- 
shipped across the Istmus to the Atlantic. Money flow- 
ed like molasses in June. Those were days! The whole 
Isthmus swarmed with sailors and traders. All the 
women wore chains of American five-dollar gold pie- 
ces. Now Salina Cruz is a ghost town, gone to rust.”’ 
He sighed again as the breakfast began with water- 
melon. 

**The warehouses have rotted. No ships, no trade, 
no tourists, no nothing. Just fishing and sea bath- 
ing. Even the bathing is not as it was. Sharks come 
close to shore now. The quality of the once famous 
bawdyhouses has deteriorated shockingly. No more 
French or Spanish or even Chinese girls—only the 
dregs of local talent. The movie house runs pictures 
only once a week. The families who were rich in 
1910 curse the Panama Canal, which brought them 
ruin. But now there is new hope pounding in their 
hearts. The Pan-American Highway is imminent 
Motorists will want to stop to look at the Pacific, to 
bathe in the surf, to go sail-fishing. The town of Te- 
huantepee will pick up too when the highway comes 
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through. I'll probably have to do the patriotic thing 
and turn this place into an exclusive guest house.’ 

You'd be doing your fellow Americans a real 
service,”’ | said, as Myers and | declined a second 
slice of melon. 

With no trouble at all Barker consumed half a 
good-sized watermelon. *‘I don’t drink coffee or hi 
quor,”’ he said, *‘but I eat a lot of fruit.’’ 

After the eggs came the pancakes, piled high on 
a great family-sized platter, and map'e syrup lmport- 
ed from Vermont. *‘You’ll hurt my wife’s feeiings 
if you don’t eat more,’’ Barker urged again and again 
And we rose from this July breakfast as full as from 
a Thanksgiving dinner 

It was two hours before we were able to rouse 
ourselves for a stroll. The morning was far advan 
ced, the sun at prime heat. The businesswomen of 
Tehuantepec did not even take the Sunday-morning 
rest. The market stayed open throughout the fore 
noon. It was not as attractive as the one at Juchitaén. 
It lay a few steps below street level, and the stone 
floor was not as clean as it might have been, so the 
women got their bare feet dirty. Among the women 
merchants and money-changers in the stalls there 
were three men. One of the men sold iguanas, those 
gigantic lizards whose white meat is considered a de- 
licacy. Another sold melon by the slice. The third 
handled toilet articles, with a small display of Yard- 
ley’s lavender shaving soap in wooden bowls. Bar 
ker remembered he was out of razor blades, and made 
a purchase. From a dignified old woman squatting 
on the pavement I ordered a bouquet of tuberoses and 
white gladioli to be sent to our hostess 

A corner made by two streets that edged the 
plaza had been blocked off, and men were setting up 
the framework of an arbor. It was to be covered with 
the mountainous pile of palm branches that were being 
unloaded from a procession of oxcarts. Citizens were 
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sawing tinaber and hammering just as blithely as if 
it were eight o'cloek of a Monday morning instead 


of elevett o clue 


of a Sunday morning, with a marim 


ba band practicing in the bandstand 


You shoulel stay lor the tiesta Tuesday Dar 
ker said The parties are very colorful here When 
the marimbas play a sandunga even the onlookers 
get excited. The sandunga is the native dance of the 
isthmus And when it is danced to marimba music 
it sets you tingling in every nerve and fiber. it has 
race and slow fire, but it’s not melancholy, like the 
Arwentine tango It’s it dance of eourtship first the 
wiris dance alone with eyes cust down, and the boys 
danee around them There is none of that barnvard 
vulgarity of the Cuban rumba. You lave to be native 
born to «ado the samdlunga well The dane steps 
ean be learned it’s the inner intensity of feeling 
that has to be bred in you, Often the voung people 
dance all night, and the old folks join in when they 
ean t stand it any longer, When the aged get very met 
ry and lome eontrol of themselves, it is called ‘throw 
ing their gray hairs into the ait 

As we turned up a steep narrow street a teen 
age boy stupidly drunk bumped into me. Ile was aet 
ing smart and silly. One of his companions thought 
him funny; the two others were embarrassed and wer 
trying to take him out of the publie gaze 

This younger generation of Indians! 
Barker. ‘Oh my, oh my! They make me sick. That 
kid's ancestors would have fixed him Before the 
Spaniards came, drunkenness was not only abhorred 


snorted 


but in the case of a young man it was punishable by 
death. Adults who became drunk in publie lost thei 
property. Only persons who had passed sixty could 
drink as freely as they wished. Here in Tehuantepec 
it’s the gravbeards and the old ladies at the wedding 
Aleoholie puking 
isa la mode with the very aged in the Isthmus. But 


feasts who «drink themselves sic 


it's frowned on in youngsters. That boy should have 
his tail beat until he’s sober 

We climbed the roeky southern heights of the 
town for the view Part of Tehuantepec lay to the 
north and west, across the river Kach barrio dis 
triet) had its own separate church. Despite a sea bree 
« from the Paeifie forty miles away, the heat from 
the vellowish sunlight was so intense that the ehur 
ches and the houses seemed to quiver as i made of 
lemon jelly 

Behind us, at the highest point where we had 
paused, was a house built of bamboo. Phe door flap 
was raised, so that all the stark poverty within was 
revealed There was a slung hammock, and some 
thing that might have been a cookstove squatted in a 
corner Besides a soap-box seat and a rickety table 
nothing else was visible except inquisitive hens, peck 
ing about the dirt floor 

While we were looking, the owner—we guessed 
returned up the roeky path She 
bore on her head nu brown tug of water and looked 


her to be a widow 


like a figure emerging from the Old Testament. **God 

knows how far down she had to go to get that water,’’ 

Barker said as the woman passed us, the lace flounce 

f her purple skirt just missing the mud puddle before 
door 

low in hell do these women keep their hems 
clean Myers wondered 

Barker laughed. ‘It's a gift. But vou should 
see the bottoms of their feet at night 

‘Don't they wash’"’ 

Barker looked surprised and almost pained 
‘Don't you know that the Tehuanas are noted for 
personal cleanliness?’ They bathe every day. There.’’ 
He pointed toward the river. ‘‘Women, men, and 
children, every morning in the river—buck naked, At 
seven o'clock half the town is in the water. There 
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may be a few stragglers leit. Do you want to go? 
It's two miles from here to the river.’’ 

ut we didn’t get to the river. We had really 
‘You should have worn 
hat I said to Myers, who was looking a bit dazed 


iT 


plenty of noomlay sin 


s he wiped the perspiration off his sun glasses. He 
ul been muy hombre nd gone barcheaded like the 
acclimated Barket You're not this rugged in Mem 
phis in July 
On the way home Barker discovered that Mvers 
s a Mason. and he was determined that his lodge 
brother should see the local hall. So he got the big 
Key and dragwed Myers off to the lodge 
| started to write some letters. Put the curve of 
the hammock beguiled me like the serpent in Eden, 
and I fell. Close by, the night bird was asleep, squa!' 
ting on the tile under a grinning idol. His chopstick 
gs, jackknifed at the knees in repose, reared above 
his head on either side like skis upended. When | 
dropped into the hammock, Tony opened one eye and 
yave a weird littlhe whimper ‘Go back to sleep, eld 
chap.”’ [ said. ‘‘I shan’t disturb you.’’ The bird 
shivered his skis and settled down between them back 
te sleep 
Myers came back looking fagged, but he ate din 
uer. The boiled lobsters were delicious, with more 
the flavor of the delicate Swedish crayfish than of 
the regular Maine crustacean. Barker used an old 
tomahawk head to erack the shells on the ledee of 
the balustrade. After we had made a meal of lobster, 
came the fried chicken, potatoes, rice, eggplant, and 
tomatoes, followed by fresh pineapple, mangoes, and 
more watermelon for dessert. The only truly Mexican 
dish was the stack of totopos, those dry waferlike tor- 
tillas which are cooked slowly in a deep hole in the 
ground. Totopos are round and flat like tortillas, but 
twice their diameter and too large to be hand-clapped 
into shape. In taste, they are inimitable and I think 
unsurpassed by any bread in Mexico 
Across the patio | saw the sixteen-year-old son 
William swat a fly in the kitchen. ‘*‘Why don’t we 
have your son come eat with us?’’ I suggested, 
“Oh, as | told you, he'd rather eat in the kitchen 
with his mother—and he doesn’t speak English, though 
he’s begun to study it this summer.”’ 


With an Indian wife and five mestizo children, 
and with forty years in Mexico, speaking Spanish or 
Zapotee most of his days, Barker was ineorruptibly 
American. He had enjoyed the seductive leisurely liv 
ing of Mexico, but he had resisted becoming Mexican 
Ile was among them and vet apart lle was most cout 
teous and diplomatic, and he would give the abrazo 
to any Mexican with professional gusto. But he was 
still as American as if he had never ventured farther 
than ten miles from his birthplace on the Ohio River 

Barker had arrived in the days of the refulgent 
Porfirio Diaz. and had lived through the succeeding 
revolutions unseathed. **L have been in only one tight 
place in the revolutionary years,’’ he said, *‘and that 
was when a train | was on was stopped by a band 
of revolutionaries bent on plunder and killing. | had 
the presence of mind to save my neck by> presenting 
as passport extraordinary a Singer sewing machine 
invoiee, thick with official customs stamps.”’ 

When we left the table gorged like boa constric 
tors, even Myers was not averse to a siesta to sleep 
it off. Ile was looking so pale about the gills that 1 
felt sure he had suffered a mild sunstroke for his 
bravado in defying the law of the tropies that says a 
stranger must wear a hat in the sun. We waited un- 
til the sun was down and then strolled to the plaza 

Continued on page 58 

















Aspects of Mexico's Economy 


By Manuel A. Herméndez 


HE people in the United States obtain their in- 

formation ef Latin American countries from two 

main sources: from the books written by Ani 

rieans and from the news sent to newspapers 
and magazines by American newspapermen who act 
as resident correspondents or travel on special mis- 
sions through one or several of the Latin American 
countries 

But no matter how well American writers or 
newspaperinen perform their task of informing Ame- 
rican readers of economic conditions of Latin Ameri- 
can countries, they naturally, express their own Ame 
rican point of view. The real facts about the situation 
in Latin America are not easily obtainable. Naturally 
Latin Americans prefer to have good things said about 
their countries and, therefore, do not express their 
views freely as they do for loeal consumption 

There are also other difficulties. One is that as 
economies is such a dry subject that only few are 
versed in it. What is more, up-to-date statistical in 
formation is not generally available for those count 
ries. And a further hindrance arises from the fact 
that mixed with the information given to the public 
there is frequently propaganda in favor of the admin- 
istration that happens to be in power. Latin Amer- 
icans themselves who devote their time to economic 
and social research have to be under constant guard 
not to take inferences for facts 

However, in. Mexico and other Latin American 
countries there is liberty of the press, and there are 
now a few publications that contain worthwhile data 
and publish the opinions of outstanding Latin Amer- 
ican writers and economimsts. impartially expressed 
Much of what I write has appeared at one time or 
another in my articles, published in the magazine 
**El Economista.”’ 


The explanation that a Mexican gives why the 
economie development of Mexico has been slower 
than that of the United States might be of interest 
to Americans. | myself have asked Americans what is, 
in their opinion, the outstanding reason for the eco 
nomie progress of their country. The various answers 
I have received show no uniform opinion 

Undoubtedly economic progress is due to a multi 
tude of factors. Some Americans have told me that, 
in their opinion, the main reason is the low per 
centage of illiteracy, the high standard of edueation 
in the United States. But I have pointed out that 
a high standard of education eannot be the dominant 
factor because there have been many European coun 
tries with a lower percentage of illiteracy than that 
of the United States which have not progressed as 
rapidly economically 

Other Americans have pointed out that the large 
natural resources of the United States as the main 
reason for its economic development ; but when I 
have qgnentioned that Russia has natural resources 
that are comparable, if not greater than those of the 
United States, and vet it has not progressed at the 
same rate, they have agreed that the abundance of 
natural resources cannot be the outstanding faetor 
in the greater economic progress of their country 

Another favorite explanation is to attribute the 
rapid economic development of the United States to 
free enterprise, which permits the citizens of the 
United States to perform their tasks and make their 
decisions as free individuals. producing and exhang 
ing goods and services without signifieant hindrance 
from the law. There is no question that this has been 
a very important factor, but there have been countries 
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such as England and Switzerland where free enterprise 
has alse prevailed and yet their progress has not been 
immensurate with that of the tnned States 

Many other faetors have been mentione 
such as the abundant energy of Americans, the 
hie sequence of governime s ree tro eo 
il manages hy etiiment pubite officials: and u he 
book “Climate and Civilization,”” by E. Huntirgtor 
the greater progress of some nations over others is 
explained by the influence of climate over populatint 


All these are important, ne doubt, but in tay 
opinion, the United States has progressed taster 
because the average productivity per man-hour of 
its citizens has inereased more rapidly than in any 
Productivity, in turn 
depends on the volume of eapital invested, on techno 
logical improvements and the kind of methods used 
in the production and distribution of wealth, as well 
ws oon the willingness and ability of the working po 
pulation to perform its tasks 

| have pointed out on several occassions that in 
In) the population of Mexico and the United States 
AMM CMD cribs 


other eountry of the world 


were about the same (approximately 
hbitants) and that the territery of Mexico was then 
twice as large as that of the United States. Why—1 
inked has the United States, in less than 150 vears 
heeome the world’s greatest power and the standard 
if living of its inhabitants raised to higher levels 
than those of any other people and Wexico has pro 
wressed less rapidly? 

From 1810 to 1821 Mexieo went through a des 
truetive war to gain its independence; then from 
ISZ1 to 1876, a period of 55 years, Mexieo had Os 
changes of government, most of them brought about 
by revolution. Hlemce it was impossible for Mexico 
to progress rapidly during those years of strife and 
uncertainty. In 1876 General Porfirio Diaz took the 
reins of the government, and the economic develop 
ment of Mexieo really began. But beginning in No 
vember, 1910 another series of revolutions and civil 
wars has hampered our progress. In recent years the 
hindrance has come from efforts to promote the wel- 
fare of the Mexican people by methods which have 
forfeited the confidence of local and foreign inves 
tors, thus preventing a rapid increase in the volume 
of capital necessary to raise the productivity of the 
working population. 

Moreover, from 1917 class ideology has induced 


the fomenting of class struggle methods with the re 
sult that labor-management reations have been 
strained tor years. Laber unions m Mexico have re 
peatedivy obtamed increases but as wages are part of 
ine cost, if productivity is not imereased, the rise in 
wages is passedd along consumers, and workers as 

whele have their real wages reclueed by having to 
may higher prices 

heonomie progress has been greater iti the tm 

ted States than in Mexico because the productivity 
per man-hour has been more rapid in the former than 
in the latter country. In other words, our siow eco 
nomie development has been due to insuflicient aeecu 
mulation of capital, insufficient foreign investmen 
isulfiaent teehnologecal improvements app'ied 
the production processes mal k of Cooperation wi 


management to produce 


“mericans are familiar with the increase in the 
cost of living, but their experience is limited to a eam 
paratively moderate rise in prices, In many Latin 
American countries prices have risen to high levels, 
especially since 1940, creating a peculiar situation 
\ disparity of the purchasing power of the loeal eur 
reneies in Latin American eountries for purchases 
within those eountries, as compared to the purehas 
‘urrency turned into dollars 


for purehases in the United States. The reason for 


ing power of the local 
this phenomenon is that as the exehange rates have 
heen pegged at a certain figure and the general level 
if prices has risen in those countries more than in 
the United States the purchasing power of the local 
monetary units is lower than the purchasing power 
of those same monetary units when they are conver 
ted into dollars. This induced a larger importation of 
goods from the United States into Mexico, increasing 
the unfavorable balance of trade. 

Since the International Monetary Fund began 
its operations and exchange rates of the member eoun- 
tries were fixed at a certain par value, the problem 
has been how to establish the internal price levels. 

There is no doubt that the disparity in the pur 
chasing value of our peso in Mexico and in the United 
States contributed to increased importation of Amer- 
ican goods into Mexico, obliging the Mexiean Govern 
ment to take its measures of prohibiting the impor 
tation of certain goods and of inereasing the tariff on 
others in order that the reserve of dollars held by the 
Bank ° Mexico should not be wiped out. 


Heavenly Primer 


By Lee Richard Haymen 


| ‘" reads great stories in the sky, 


Each star inseribes a dazzling word 


The sun and moon are poems high 


Above the essay of a bird 














The Badger 


T the door of my room Silvanito was waiting 

for me, standing stock still. He was holding 

something in his arms, and as | came into 

the light, I ‘saw it was a tiny gray-furred 
animal. 

‘‘It’s very young,’’ he said. *‘lt must have got 
lost, and I found it and brought it to you just as 
you said.” 

Ile put it on the ground, and it took one or two 
steps and then checked, one forepaw held aloft. Tip- 
pet came sniffing. 

‘*But that’s not a tlacuache,"’ | said, for after 
all it was a baby opossum I had asked for 

“Oh no,”’ said Silvanito. **That’s a badger 
didn't find a tlacuache.’’ 

Just then Tippet rolled over on her back and 
turned melting, maternal eyes on the baby badger 
It understood perfectly and immediately nuzzled 
There was nothing wrong except that Tippet had no 
milk. Silvanito pointed this out at once 

“Wouldn't it be good if a fetched some?’’ He 
asked. 

When he brought it in a saucer, | dipped my 
finger and coaxed the badger to drink. It took about 
half the saucerful, then suddenly did a little dance. 
prancing on its hind legs, and finally tucked itsel/ 
into a corner between a chair and the wall, curled 
up and went to sleep. Tippet walked across and eurl- 
ed herself round, and partly on, the little animai 
and went to sleep too. By this time the moment to 
say I didn’t want a badger had passed. 

**You see,’’ said Silvanito, ‘‘how easily he tames 
himself. Should I water the young orange trees in 
the morning’”’ 

**But you should have done that today.”’ 

Silvanito looked at me for a long moment, with 
the look of a person suddenly called upon to explain 
some obvious process, such as logie. to somebody who 
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has never heard of it. Then he said, ‘‘Yes, I know 
it, but all this morning | was finding the badger.’ 

On the whole Silvanito works well in the huerta 
He has learned about the care of fruit trees, and the 
yield has improved since he came tu work for me 
His most valuable achievement has been the virtual 
extermination of the red-ant population, which in the 
past | have known to strip a tree of its foliage in a 
single night. I have seen him in the warmest weather 
when the ants work after dark, creeping about the 
huerta in the middle of the night, my second-best 
flashlight in one hand and a small ean of cyanide in 
the other, trailing the streams of inseets along the 
secret paths among the grasses through which they 
carry their ill-gotten loot home to the nest. One day 
he showed me with pride no less than six holes packed 
tight with ant corpses. I congratulated him. 

“Oh yes, sefior, this little powder of poison has 
much foree,’’ he said with relish, since at once they 
abandon the struggle.’ 

Put with strawberries he wasn‘t a success. It is 
that wireworms got some of them, even when succulent 
lettuces were sown between each plant to tempt the 
worms away. But the crop was always suspiciously 
small, and after two seasons, in spite of tearful pro- 
tests, | made him dig them up and plant vegetables 
in their place. With these he has done wonders, and 
we now have sufficient to keep the whole household 
supplied. This year he was making a special effort 
with some tomatoes given me by Cayetano. The lat 
ter had rented a field somewhere and had borrowed 
a corner of the huerta to raise his seedlings. He had 
hired a peon, put all the best available soil into his 
beds, and had built an astonishing searecrow out of 
a log and a torn paper sack that had contained ce- 
ment. His seeds had sprouted lavishly. and as, of 
course, in any case he had oversown, he had many 
more seedlings than he could use, and there remain 
ed enough for Silvanito to plant several rows. 
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Venustiano, who gets on very well with Silvani- 
to, came to see me as he often does—whether to dis- 
cuss gardening matters, local lore, or the works of 
Karl Marx, which he read during one winter’s iliness 
propped up in bed, a seratehed pair of antique spec 
tacles perched over his wise old eyes. 

He approved of the tomatoes, but he looked at 
uy green vegetables and said, ‘*Seed and work thrown 
They'll rot. The eabbage and lettuce will 
perish in their hearts, I never try to grow anything 
but root vegetables in the season of the waters. But 
your chieks will like them. | was reading in the pape: 
the other day that in a country called—Russia would 
it be’--they have a plan that will make anything 
vrow, But the writer seemed to think that evervthing 
would take five years,’ 


to lose 


D ON DBernabé came to see me about some repairs 
to the chicken house, whose floors had been flood 
ed one night. He is the oldest master mason in Aji 
jie, a little white-haired man who always carries a 
blood-red sarape. He has very graceful manners and 
likes to use dollar words, adding an extra syllable 
to any that he considers unnecessarily short 

‘l much regret, sefior.’’ he said, with a wick 
sweep of his sombrero, ‘‘but | shall be unable to 
attend to your work of constructation at once. Ht 
is because of that Lupe, she of the fierce duck.’’ 

It appeared that Lupe, who was a woman of pro 
perty and whe was guarded by a large and ferocious 
goose, was terrified of storms. Many a time she had 
heard the lightnings hiss as they struck the condue 
tor on the church tower, round whose top they play 
ed in the most alarming manner. Her house was four 
blocks from the ehurch, but the priest had told her 
that he did not think it was strong enough to stand, 
should it be struek, 

‘We have both revised the house, my son and 
I, and have told Lupe that we opine that it is sound 
and of the most selid. But she is not content and we 
have eontractated to build a pillar of brick in the 
center of the room to reinsure the roof My son, Met 
ved is to do that. since 1 am most oceapied with the 
house of Don César,”’ 

“What's wrong with that?’’’ | asked, for César 
is rich and had built an ambitious house with eity 
labor 

‘As you know, seflor, it is a fine house, with 
arches and mosaics on the floors. But the architeet 
a very eapacitated man, omitted te put in foundations 
and the house is sinking, and [| am encharged with 
the reparation. Therefore, vou see, that for promptl: 
we are unable to accept your honorable contract.’ 

So that was that, and | should get nothing done 
until Don César’s foundering mansion and Lape’s 
pillar were arranged, And | wondered when that 
would be when | heard the next dav that Merced had 
spent a great deal of money on puique and was now 
ona bat 

‘He ix running round the village with his shirt 
hanging out and without his sarape.”’ said Aurora 
‘And the little badger has got up the stairs and now 
he doesn't know how to come down.”’ 
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I found the badger halfway up the steps to the 
roof terrace, trying to nerve himself to descend, and 
just as I arrived he launched himself, rolled in a bail 
down several steps, checked, tottered, and fell the 
rest of the way. But he hadn’t hurt himself. He was 
growing fast and spent all day romping with Tippet 
and then suddenly falling asleep in the most unlikely 
places. Candelaria shook her head and said it would 
all end badly when the badger was big enough to 
find his way to the chicken run. 

‘‘Nothing of that,’’ said Lola, lumbering along 
with her broom dragging behind her. **What we do 
is always give him much food, very much and very 
easy to get, and then he won't think about chiekens.’’ 

That was what we did, and in no time the badger 
grew noticeably plumper. When he curled up, Tip 
pet would curl up beside him. and through his thick 
fur the badger’s bright little black eyes twinkled at 
the badger hound’s great placid brown ones 

**Yes,’’ said Venustiano, *‘I remember you told 
me those sausage dogs are meant to hunt. badgers, 
and there they are in a wreath together, as peaceful 
as two old widowers in the sun. But who knows?”’ 

Meanwhile, I was diverted from the badger by 
a family of rabbits that had established itself in a 
corner of the huerta, dangerously near the vegetable 
beds; hy a squirrel that was after the chickens’ food 
and made sudden sallies into the chicken run, terrify 
ing the more nervous bens; and by a sudden rise in 
the price of maize. Eggy. which had sold for six ot 
eight centavos when | first eame to Ajijie, had re 
mained steady at around twenty centavos for more than 
two years, but maize, which together with beans is 
the mainstay of an Indio’s diet, had continued to rise 
in price. Now, nearing the end of the rains and the 
new crops still unharvested, last year’s stores were 
running low, and those who still had supplies were 
cashing in 

““What a barbarity, sefior,”’ cried Candelaria 
“Now | shall have to feed my hens on pure little 
seraps of rubbish." 

For me it presented a graver problem. Follow 
ing the lead of corn, meat went up, then fish. I was 
already charging twenty pesos a day for reom and 
board, and | was only just making ends meet. The 
dietetic problems of my guests kept me busy enough 
as it was, without this added complication. 

‘The tapioea of the Sefer Professor,’’ said Can 
‘lelaria, ‘has put itself very dear. Why don’t we give 
him rice? And d’you know, sefior, that that Don Ami! 
ear has gone home and without a word of thanks 
After living in our buerta for more than a month he’s 
gone back to his house, and now he's a buteher again 
liagine, sefior, the ingratitude, for 1 heard that he 
had killed, but I did not give myself haste to go, be- 
eause of the jam of quinees that was eooking, and 
because T was sure he would save for us the best 
Put he had not, even after living here for mueh time, 
and To myself told the soldiers | hadn’t seen him 
though they had not asked if he were here, and we 
should have had nothing but one steak and some bo 
nes and a kilo of soup meat h vl not Dona Florencia 


passed me her brains.”’ 














Water Color. 


Churriguera 


HE SPANIARD, always independent in spirit 
even though constantly subjected to foreign i 
fluences, could net long happily aceept cut and 
dried avehitectural preseriptions with steréo 
typed standards. Even Italy, mother of the Renaissan 
ee, grew tired of the rules and regulations set down 
by such pompous purists as Palladio and Vignola, bas 
ed on the teaching of the Roman Vitruvius, and re 
volted against the monotony and stale formality into 
which its child had goose-stepped. The result of this 
revolt was the Baroque. Architecture again became 
human and spontaneous and free. In fact, one might 
almost say it went wild. Once freed from the shack 
les of regimentation, its exuberance knew no bounds 


This was especially true in Spain. The High Re 
naissance that produced Charles V's palace at (ira 
nada and Philip II's Escorial belonged to Charles V 
and Philip HI, and to Juan de Herrera, the Spanish 
Palladio, but never to the Spanish people. The rug 
ged Romanesque had appealed to their awakening ar 
tistic senses: the glorious Gothie, once mastered, had 
appealed to their joyful imaginations; and when the 
subtle Plateresque, descending gently upon them with 
innocent caresses, began to be welcomed throughout 
the country, they were beginning to feel their own 
way in the architectural world 


But Philip’s solemn and morbid interpretation 
of religion, as hard and unrelenting as the granite 
with which he built, was not theirs; and such a de 
pressing and gloomy mass as the Escorial definitely 
dampened their spirits. So once their pent-up spirits 
had a chance to cut loose, their imagination. unres 
trained, as if to make up for wasted years, bubbled 
over in a riot of ornament. Their copious tears of 
joy over freedom regained froze into thousands of 
fanciful forms from Granada to Chihuahna 


By Trent Elwood Senford 


The architecture that expressed this exuberance 
was still essentially religious architeeture—the joyous, 
emotional side of faith. There had been enougi for 
a while of the solemn side. If the severe Escorial can 
be said to be a solemn ‘Protest against the Reforma 
tion, the Baroque reaction which followed may be 
considered a joyous celebration of the sueccessfal re 
sistance to the Reformation. Where architecture had 
Just previously shown stern determination, it now dis 
played a spirit of exultation 

Whatever criticism we may have of the liberties 
it took with recognized principles, which, under the 
classicists, had beeome so formalized as to be dead 
lv, the Baroque, unlike the work of the previous pe 
riod, was no copybook architecture. Vitruvius and 
Vignola would probably have turned over in their 
graves could they have seen the liberties taken with 
their Classieal orders—twisted columns, broken pedi 
ments, inverted pyramids, wavy serolls, and flying 
figurines—but behind all of this there were new and 
daring features in plan and in construction as well 
and a true appreciation of light and shade. tempora 
rily lost in the depressing Herreran haze, again be 
came manifest. The sun had burst forth through the 
gloom. More then ever before, architecture showed 
individualism. There was. as of old, the same undet 
‘urrent of free use of ornament, and each master used 
lis Own imagination in expressing it 

It is a mistake, however, to look upon the Barro 
ine as an immediate jump into a riot of wriggling or 
rament. A riot it grew to be, though even in its most 
lieentions outbursts it maintained symmetry. It was 
only in the later highly developed state of the so 
called ‘‘Churrieneresoue’’ that the unrestrained riot 
Architectural critics are prone to 
speak of Baroaue and Churrigueresque in Spain and 
its colonies as if they were synonymous, as if what 


is to be found 
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Baroque in Italy, Franee, and Germany were Chiu 
rigueresque in Spain. Actually, there is a distinetion 
To be sure, the Baroque in Spain helped along by the 
exuberance of the Spanish spirit and the bulging cof 
fers of a country rieher then ever before, developed in 
to a style, rather accidentally named for one of Spain's 
architects, whieh was (especially in Mexieo) muc! 
more replete with profuse ornament than was true in 
the other Kuropean countries; but the Baroque (ever 
the Spanish) did not, as it often supposed, immedia 
tely take architecture, in a single step, from abstem 
ousness to delirium 

Philip UP had died in 1598, Herrera the year he 
fore, and with their joint artistie dictatorship at an 
end it was not long before the reaction set in. Uul 
the first work, after the joyful parole from the He 
reran, was # fairly restrained development of the Pia 
teresque, whieh had been nipped almost in the bud 
In many of the larger cities interiors of Gothie and 
Mudéjar churches were redecorated in imitation of 
the newer style found in the churches of the Italian 
seaboard. Again the influence in architecture of the 
Italians was felt. Their repudiation of formal rules 
was weleomed in Spain, equally or even more *‘fed 
up’’ and glad to follow the leader. With such impe- 
tus, the Spaniards were soon able to move under their 
own power, and as they gradually gathered momen- 
tum they rolled on to extremes far beyond the ima 
gination of the primary teacher 


The name Churrigueresque is always a tongue 
twister for everybody. It would have been much ea 
sier had Churriguera’s name been Smith; but tongue 
twister that it may be (and unfair to him as it may 
be), his name seems to fit the style perfectly. One 
can almost see a Churrigueresque facade or ‘‘reta 
blo’ by simply mentioning the name by which the 
style has become known 

José de Churriguera was born in Madrid in 1665 
of a family of artists and artisans, His father was a 
maker of altarpieces and his four brothers all became 
architects of note, as did, also, several of his children 
José himself was painter and seulptor as well as ar 
caitect. When he was only twenty-four he won the 
prize in a competion for a eatafalque for the Spanish 
Queen Maria Luisa, first wife of Charles Hl, The 
acclaim with which his design for the monstrous ob 
ject was received determined his career and he eon 
tinued his studies in painting and in architecture in 
Madrid 

At the age of thirty he moved to Salamanen 
where he became ‘‘Maestro Mayor’’ of the cathedra 
Before long, his family and pupils, who had followed 
him there, had transformed Salamanea into a Churri 
gueresque city. The work there, with a strong accent 
on horizontal lines and richly decorated, still shows 
considerable restraint, qualities typical of the early 
members of that family and group, and especially of 
their leader, the ‘‘wreat’’ José 

The family often worked in collaboration, One 
instance is reeorded where Joaquin, one of the bro 
thers, was given the commission, José did the work 
ind brother Alberto was paid for it. José was definitely 
looked upon as the leader, however, and the brothers 
turned to him for help when in diffieulty with either 
their designs or their clients. In addition to design 
ing numerous palaces and churches in Madrid and 
other cities, José was kept busy supervising the work 
of both his brothers and his pupils 

José’s first wife died when he was still in his 
thirties, leaving him six little future architects te edu 
eate, but within six months he had married again 
Ky his second wife he had three more children. The 
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period of that second marriage wus a particularly 
busy one, in which he achieved national fame, and on 
his death in 1725 he was hailed in a Madmd publica 
tion as the Spanish Michelangelo, a judgment which 
was not shared years later, especially during the Vie 
torian era, when, of all times, he was characterized as 

the heresiach of bad taste 

The notoriety and sobriquets heaped upon the 
memory of Churriguera are almost as unfortunate and 
unfair as those whieh attend the name of poor old 
Dr. Guillotin. Aetually, although original and some 
trues with startling ideas. his work shows an inte/ 
ligent reserve. It was his descendants and later /ollow 
ers who are really responsible for the excesses that 
have made the name anathema. Thus, José de Chur 
riguera rather innocently and paradoxically became 
the founder of a school of which he was not a pre 
tagonist 

That work which has become koaown as Churri- 
gueresque—and as was so often the case, it was an 
adjective used as a term of reproach toward the wild 
extravagances of the style—was really an offshoot 
of the Baroque, an outcome of it which was peculiarly 
Spanish, and in that, of course, I include Spanish co- 
lonies, where it reached its height. They shall be 
spoken of here as two separate styles, though it must 
be borne in mind that they are related; the Baroque 
the parent and the Churigueresque the child—the 
prodigal son. if you will 

The interruption of straight lines is characteris- 
tie of both; so are broken pediments and entablatu- 
res. The twisted columns, known as ‘‘saloménicas’’ 
because of the column in St, Peter’s supposed to have 
come from the Temple of Solomon, are found in both 
styles, often decorated with foliage. But whereas, in 
the Baroque, though the column is twisted or storied 
or even decorated, it is still a column; in the Chur- 
rigueresque the column is apt to be so infinitesimally 
broken up into a variety of geometrical forms, with 
inverted pyramids especially conspicuous, so covered 
with serolls and so replete with decoration, or so in 
terrupted by statues or decorated pane's, that its forr 
is searcely distinguishable. In the former the pedi- 
ment may be broken, but the lines of its mouldings 
are still discernible; in the latter they are apt to be 
los\ behind pots of flowers or festoons of fruit. 

As in the case of the Plateresque, the ornament 
on the exterior of a building was concentrated at the 
entrance; and with the advent of the new sty!'e, not 
only was the ornament more lavish than before, but 
the portal was made larger to permit a greater quan- 
tity of the lavish ornament. Many examples of such 
sumptuous portals are to be found on church faeades, 
pa'aces, and hospitals throughout Spain (not to men- 
lion, vet, Mexico, which outdid the mother country) 

Interiors were especially lavish, the most famous 
example being that of the Cartuja sacristy at Grana- 
da. done about the middle of the eighteenth century, 
fair'y bursting with seroll-covered pilasters; and ser 
ving as an inspiration for many similar interiors across 
the sea 

The influence of Churriguera lasted for some years 
after his death; yet even during his lifetime the style 
had been taken to extremes by his disciples, and 
when he was no longer there to hold out a restrain 

hand, the extravaganees of The Churrigueresque 
creations left nothing to the imagination, and the por 
tals of otherw ise simple buildings assumed the propor 
tions and character of triumphal arches. 

The end in Spain was, as usual, not of her own 
making. Left to her own devices. there is no felling 
what heights the style might have reached. Put the 

gol neighbor’? to the north, always ready to in- 
terupt with new fashions in architeeture, was usually 
Continued on poge 46 

















DEER DANCE. Etching. 


Deer Dance 


HE dusty adobes of Esperanza in the State of 
Sonora sprawl on an historie arid prairie, sur- 
rounded by the newly-watered, fertile farms of 
the Yaqui River Valley Collective Farm. 

It is night. The town is black and battened down 
Miles away, the continual flash of an approaching 
storm illuminates the jagged Sierras. But one spot 
in an obscure lane is alive with fireworks, electric 
bulbs and flickering oil lamps. This is the ‘‘enrama 
da’’ where the Yaquis are dancing their fantastic 
Deer Dance, unique in the world 

The Yanqui Deer Dances are one of Mexico's ra 
tural phenomenon and are the only dances which are 
surely pre-Hlispanic. All others, no matter how lost 
in antiquity. have been distorted by inerustations 
brought from Catholic Spain by Hernan Cortez in 
1621. The dances, with their accompanying Pascolas 
are danced only in Yaqui territories, generally dur 
ing Holy Week. But tonight, the dancers and the 
musicians, who rent themselves out for Saints’ Days 
for 4 pesos (46 cents) a dance, are celebrating the 
fiesta of San Francisco. They dance all day and all 
night, in three shifts, or three days 


By Magdalen: Casa Mad.id 


By Pegsy Butler 


speranza’s San Francisco is a gaunt wooden 
doll, clothed, jeweled, and beribboned. He has been 
removed from his altar, placed on a table in the en- 
ramada, flanked by real and fake flowers in oil cans 
Ilis head lies on a crimson rayon cushion. Before 
each dance the pagan Yaquis pay him homage. Se 
veral times during the day and night the chief Pas 
cola carries him gingerly through the crowds to eol 
lect centavos and spread blessings 


The enramada is merely a thatched roof support 
ed by whitewashed, festooned poles, built specifically 
for this fiesta. The primitive percussion orchestra 
ranges on one side with their rasps, water gourds, 
drums, reeds, flutes. The mestizo orchestra ranges 
opposite, with their homemade violins and wooden 
harp 

The Deer stands immobile in front of the pereus 
sion instruments. His torso is bare; his haunches are 
wrapped in a woman's skirt. His ankles are decor 
ated with strings of seed pods, filled with pebbles for 
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synecopation. His antlers flutter with flowers and rib 
bons, The players ehant, very low. Deer, deer, 
serateh your spine, take out a white cye."' 

The Pascolas, who represent coyotes, serape their 
bare feet on the hard earth in front of the violins 
They shake tin rattles and beads, and the necklaces 
of seed oods whieh camouflage their scrawny throats 

Suddenly the Deer shakes his gourds. He leaps 
He listens. The drum beats darkly. The flute wails. 
The violins grate shrilly. The Pascolas start to bait 
the Deer. The Deer Danee, indigenous to Sonora as 
the ceiba tree, yet with characteristies similar to Tibe 
tan ceremonies on the other side of the world, has 
begun! 

The audience is entranced 
shy yet flirty eyes, squat in the dust and munch multi 
colored eakes. They pull their rebozos over their 
faces, partly from modesty, partly to proteet them 
against the ubiquitous Senora dust which is responsi 
ble for such a high rate of tubereniosis. The Yaqui 
men, stern and cold of demeanor, stir coffee with reed 
spoons, roll thiek cigarettes. The children sleep where 
they fall. The mestizos, sophisticated in their perma 
nents, high heels or starched white shirts, and econ 
ditioned to juke boxes, cokes and Hollywood movies, 
quietly watch the fruits of their ‘‘shumming.’’ Even 
today, as they have been for centuries, they are fear 
ful when the ferocious Yaquis ford the River and 
come to town 


Yaqui women, with 


There are about 10,000 Yaquis in the tribe. They 
are violently independent, are fed suspicion of inva- 
ders from birth, and fight to the death to proteet 
their fertile silt which borders the River. Even ex 
President Lazaro Cardenas. who built them rc huge 
irrigation eanal, found them frigid. To them, he was 
just another alien 

The Yaquis live in about seven small towns, squab 
ble among themselves, but unite when the white man 
eometh Iluamueih!. the nearest village to Cajeme 
the headquarters of the eollective farms, is typical 
It has 70 huts. Its 100 children are illiterate The 
huts are walled with the straw mats Mexicans also 
use as beds A wooden eross stands in each front 
vard. Yaquis make a living weaving the mats, selling 
grain. They eat goat meat and milk. grain. wild 
herbs, fruits, coffee and of eourse ti rtillas the Me 
\tean national bread They drink trom the muted 


churning River clistil! thei liquer fron eactus thi 


Ruined Fountain 
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grows on the Sierras; and also enjoy aguardiente, 
urewater that corresponds to raw aicohol, 

The huts are built around the plaza, where all 
ition—-burials, fiestas, parades——take place. A three 
room hut, the chureh, stands at one end. Hundreds 
of crosses, some large, some small for the children, 
nestle under it atop the grave mounds. Yaquis are 
buried without coffins. They are laid in the sun before 
burial, sometunes for months. The greves are sprinkled 

ith tats 

The Yaquis are tall, thin ,strong as resilient steel 
They have finely-molded features. Their eyes are 
bright biack and narrowed by weather. The women 
have gleaming long hair, wear ruffled eotton skirts 
and blouses reminiscent of our Navajos. They are ge 
nerally barefoot 

Yaquis have no idea what a Yankee tourist is 
They are indifferent to researchers, photographers, of 
ficials. This is unique among Mexican Indians, even 
pure-blooded, tribal Indians. The Tehuanas of the 
Isthmus, the Chamulas of Chiapas, though they proud- 
ly follow their own customs and rules, are complete- 
ly aware of documentary films, anthropologists, and 
commercial pirates. They know how much to ask for 
posing. Put the Yaquis, likewise cradled in the deep 
past, still live apart from any current infiltration 


. . . 


When the storm that flooded the colleetive farms 
struck that night, the Yaquis kept on dancing. This 
flood was the worst in ten years. It immersed 1,000 
houses. It hamstrung the airfield for a week. It de- 
stroyed roads and erops. It clogged and rusted the 
Detroit trucks that this rich, ejidal land imports in 
quantity 

The farmers escaped to their roofs. The Cajeme 
cos fled to the big warehouse, tied their hogs outside, 
and with the hills of wheat sliding into their faces, 
went to sleep on burlap bags, The fourteen doctors of 
the collective farms were kept busy for three days 
Still the Deer leaped 

A flood, an earthquake a revolution! What do 
they mean to this tribe, who, throughout the march 
of time and civilizations in Mexico, have maintained 
their identity, ferocious and incorruptible? The Deer 
dance is a symbol of a way of life straight from the 
heart of darkness, and the Deer, come hell or high 
water, will continue to shake his beflowered antlers 
to the percussion musie of the rasp and the water 
vourd until his dance attains its traditional eomple 


tion 


By Yetze Gillespie 


HERE is the shimmering fountain gone 
That pulsed and leaped in the urn of stone 
Under the young beseeching moon? 


Where is the bird that cooled its throat 
With liquid silver to tilt and flute 
A star of love into the night? 


Water and bird have vanished softer 
Than flower-dust of forgotten laughter 
It is moon and stone that linger after 

















By Cerles B. Lépes 


Among our Younger Arrtists 


OMMENTING in this space some time ago on 
the art of our younger painters, | observed that 
while in outward aspects it often preserves the 
peculiar characteristics which were evolved by 

the mural masters of the ‘‘revolutionary sehool,’’ in 
its thematie substance it lacks the implicit social signi- 
ficance which gave this school its veritable vitality 
and dramatic puissance. 

Reflecting further on this observation, it is unde 
niable, however, that social significance inherently 
exists in all valid art, for the reason that such art 
springs from and reflects current life. Thus, while the 
thematic content defined in the work of our younger 
painters is widely different from that of the revolu- 
tionary generation, it accurately expresses the social 
substance of current reality. The art which was gener- 
ated by the Mexican Revolution was militant: it was 
forged on the battlefield and it voiced its creed and 
ideals. It was an art of social protest. Today and for 
at least twenty years, the Revolution has assumed the 
course of peaceful, orderly and constructive transfor- 
mation; and as such it is faithfully reflected in our 
art. 

The work of the more outstanding among our 
younger painters is essentially peaceful, orderly and 
constructive. It remains true to life; it does net flee 
from reality in abstruse inner probing; it does not seek 
refuge in non-objective phantasmagorias; it does not 
strive to achieve significance through strideney or by 
means of recondite or spectacular terms. It is honest, 
unsophisticated and sincere 


By Guillermo Rives 


It may lack a cosmopolitan breadth; it may not 
even be entirely free of mutual imitativeness and bear 
a defined national stamp; and yet it has an unebbing 
Vitality because it has not been denatured or diluted 
by alien influence: because it yet articulates the life 
from which it springs 

In its peaceful and orderly transition Mexican art 
has rediscovered the landscape and the portrait, which 
had been almost totally disearded during the earlier 
phases of the revolutionary era, and bas imbued them 
with a new foree and beauty. What our younger paint 
ers produce today is a realism which surpasses mere 
representation beeause it is relieved by an underly 
ing lyrical note 


| have chosen for reproduction in these pages the 
work of two young artists—José Reyes Meza and Car 
los R, Lopez—because it aptly illustrates the prevalent 
trend. Both are unmistakably products of the modern 
Mexican tradition, yet their work is distinetly unlike, 
and each in his own way following this trend achieves 
an individual expression 

Reyes Meza’s paintings have a peculiar charm 
Employing a subdued palette, he attains in most of 
his work a highly delicate tonal quality, a projection 
through a silvery sheen, which lends his figures and 
objects a matinal freshness. A whimsical touch, such 
as that of the squirrel in the hand of the little girl, or 
of the rooster crowing on the knee of the wounded 
warrior, often enlivens his compositions 
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* Ou 


By Jose Reyes Mesa. 


By Carlos R. Lepes 


Carlos R, Lopez, whose paintings are being shown 
this month at the Galeria Arte Moderno, is a Guate- 
malan by birth. Student at the local Esmeralda school 
and pupil of Anguiano, Lazo and Pefia, he is, however, 
artistically identified with Mexico 

Naturally, one finds in his work clear traces of 
influenees: the guiding hand of his able teachers; but 
on the whole the influence is intelligently absorbed 
and applied. The striving for independent utterance 
is probably more clearly evident in his landseapes, in 
such imaginatively stylized compositions as ‘‘E] Pe- 
dregal.’’ Here the abundant promise of his effort clo 
sely approaches the margins of fulfillment 


“Girl with Squirrel." Oil. By Jose Reyes Mesa. 

















By Carlos R. Lopes 


By Jose Reyes Mesa 








Boy with Bird-Cage.” Oil. 





The Window.” Oi! By Carlos R 








Reilwey at Contreras. Ot} By Carlos R. Lopes. 








July, 1952 


Un Poco de Todo 


HURDLES FOR THE U.S.E 


HE July issue of ‘‘Foreign Affairs’’ contains two 
articles of special interest at this time because 
they illuminate the difficulties that must be met 
before the Schuman Plan or the European army, 
not to speak of a United States of Europe, can become 
realities. The authors, who speak for larger segments 
of their people than their parties, are Carlo Schmid, a 
(Gierman Socialist leader, and Jacques Soustelle, who 
presents the Gaullist point of view in France 


Though written opposite political 
both articles agree in paying lip service to the prin 
ciple of European federation, which is proof of the 
power of the European idea. Put they also agree in 
condemning the Schuman Plan and the European army, 
though for opposite reasons, And they offer solutions 
which, besides being unrealistic, can be interpreted 
only as bids for either a German or a French hegemony 
over Europe 


trom poles, 


Herr Schmid holds that only a completely sever- 
eign and united Germany, freed of all restraints and 
able to develop all its eeonomie and other potentiali- 
ties, can enter into a European federation, which 
must be based on *‘confidence’’ rather than ‘‘diseri 
minatory’’ and ‘‘unequal’’ agreements. But that is 
the kind of Germany which, all other European na- 
tions fear, would either dominate or wreck a Euro- 
pean federation—for which reason they will have none 
of it. 

M. Soustelle, on the other hand, feels that follow 
ing American and British rejection of German dis 
memberment there is only one feasible basis for a Eu 
ropean ‘‘confederation,’’ to be created without fur 
ther Anglo-American ‘‘intervention’’ or attempts to 
‘‘arbitrate’’ between them, and that is a ‘‘direct”’ 
and ‘‘all-inelusive’’ agreement between west Germa 
ny and France ‘‘in her full status as the French 
Union’? of 100,000,000 people, ‘with all the conse 
quences which that implies, economic and politieal.’’ 
In other words, M. Soustelle would give France a free 
hand to impose her own terms on Germany, and there- 
with on a European ‘confederation.’ 

Considering the diffieulties which attended the 
creation of the United States of America, there is no 
reason here to feel superior to these outeroppings of 
nationalistic ambitions in Europe. But Europeans who 
are still steeped in the traditions of the centralized 
state might do well to study the American federal sys 
tem and its history. They could learn how the origi 
nal colonies overeame their rivalries, then sharpened 
by time distances as great as the oceans today; how 
they assured stable government without tyranny by a 
separation of executive, legislative and judicial pow 
ers; and how, above all they preserved a balance be- 
tween federal and state powers, and thereby the auto- 
nomy and self-government of the individual states, 
through the system of delegated and retained powers, 
through equal Senatorial representation for large and 
small states, and through the deviee of the electoral 
college. No American state ean dominate any other 
state in the Union or the Union itself. If Europeans 
could work out a similar system many of their pre- 
sent fears would disappear. 


PUERTO RICO’S FOURTH 


The citizens of Puerto Rieo had special reason to 
celebrate this vear’s Fourth of July and they did so 
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In San Juan Governor Muiioz Marin reviewed a pa 
rade in honor of President Truman's signature of the 
(‘ongressional act giving the island the political sta 
tus of a commonwealth. By the Constitution which 
thus goes into effect Puerto Rieo emerges from its 
colonial status and becomes an equal member of the 


American Union 


We need not argue as to the difference between 
a commonwealth and an American state. Puerto Ri 
eans actually translate the word commonwealth into 
the Spanish equivalent of ‘associated free state.’’ But 
they also explain that this phrase does not mean pre 
cisely what the word ‘“‘state’’ means in English. At 
any rate, the Puerto Ricans are now free to go ahead 
and work out their own destiny within the limits of 
the Federal Constitutions 


They arrived at this stage after some trouble in 
Washington. It looked for a day or so as though they 
would be saddled with a Congressional stipulation 
that any amendment to their Constitution would have 
to be approved by Congress. This condition, whieh 
the Senate tried to impose, was removed in conference 
between the two Houses. If it had been retained, the 
Puerto Ricans would have felt with some justice that 
they were still being treated as colonials 


Governor Mufioz Marin made the interesting sug 
gestion that Puerto Rieo might modify its relation 
ship with the United States ‘‘so that no law of Con 
gress would take effect here unless ratified by the 
Puerto Rican Legislature.’’ Such a provision would 
make Puerto Rieo even less like a state and more like 
a member of the British Commonwealth of Nations 
Qur own Congress probably wouldn't eare for it at 
the moment. But the important step has already been 
taken. The citizens of Puerto Rieo, who voted more 
than 4 to 1 for the new Constitution, ean now feel 
that they are no longer politieal dependents. Every 
American should wish them well 


Indeed, they need our good wishes, for in spite 
of vigorous and successful efforts to improve the is- 
land's economie status Puerto Rieo must still strug- 
gle with the problem of limited or underdeveloped 
resources and an inereasing population. But what has 
been accomplished encourages hope for the future—a 
future made brigher by the islanders’ political control 


of their own destinies 


MENTAL PRODIGIES 


Mathematical prodigies and chess players may 
or may not be endowed with outstanding mental abi- 
lity. Osear Verhaege, a Belgian, who was classed in 
1945 as an adolescent of 17 with the mental age of a 
2-year-old baby, was a mathematical wizard. He eub- 
ed 689 in six seconds, gave the fourth power of 1,246 
in ten seconds and raised 9,999,999 to the fifth power 
in a minute. On the other hand the great Gauss was 
a mathematical prodigy at 3 

The performances of mathematical prodigies and 
chess players would be impossible without exceptio 
nal memory. Put how the mind stores up facts is still 
a mystery. It is certain that remembering is a matter 
of specific skill rather than of general mental ability. 
As infant prodigies mature they often lose their pow- 


ers. The reason seems to be a widening of interests 
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iterary Appraisals 


ZARO CARDENAS: Mexicen Democrat. By Williom 
Townsend. Foreword by Frank Tennenbsum. 379 
pp. Aan Arbor: George W hr Publishing Company. 


AZARO CARDENAS del RIO in Mexico's best 

known modern President. In the United States 

he is remembered above all for his expropria 

tion of the foreign petroleum industry in 1958 
In Mexico he is still discussed, pro and anti, in terms 
as ardent as though he were still President, the most 
striking national exeewtive since Judrez 

These facts may exeuse the seeming belatedness 
of this work, which appears twelve years and two 
Presidents after Cardenas’ term of office ended. W 
Cameron Townsend is an American student of Indian 
languages who has lived in Mexico for many years 
and has known and admired Cardenas since 1955. In 
a somewhat campaign-style biography Mr. Townsend 
describes Cardenas’ small-town boyhood, his youth 
ful experiences in the Revolution when he became a 
general at 25, his present life, aged 56, as a director 
of a large reclamation project in his native Michoa 
cin. Mostly of course he is concerned with the Presi 
dential years 1954.40; the earrying out of the long 
deferred promise of land distribution, publie works 
health and educational programs, a poliey of special 
attention to the politically voiceless Indian, Cardenas 
was often intransigently Left, and many of his ideas 
were unsound, But, good and bad, they inaugurated 
the period in which today’s Mexico to a large extent 
came into being: a nation stabler and more progressi 
ve than most of the Latin republies 


This, the author and Professor Tannenbaum of 
Columbia agree, is due largely to two things: the ex 
ample Cardenas set, by withdrawing from active po 
lities when his constitutional term ended, of ‘‘the pea 
ceful transmission’ of the Presideriey’’; and, second 
and ‘‘more important, *** his contribution to the 
sense of dignity and self respect of the Mexiean peo 


ile.’ 
RCL. 


THE FOUR SEASONS OF MANUELA. The Love Sto- 

ry of Menuele Séenz and Simén Bolivar. By Victor W. 

von Hagen in colleboration with Christine von Hagen. 320 
_ New Yerk end Boston: Duell, Sloan & Pearce and 
ittle, Brown & Co. 


HE one man who did more than any other to free 
T South America from Spain—the wiry, almost ce 
licate, beautifully educated aristocrat, Simon Bolivar 

was as great a lover as fighter fle made loves as 
the Russians operated their military 
lived off the country and one coul 
1 They even ineluded 


COMINISSATS ie 


follow his ves 


by a map of his campaigns.” 
incidentally, a bright voung lady from Connecticut 
tut. among his countless amours. two stood out sin 
gularly: the tender girl-bride from Spain who could 
not stand transplanting te the ruy@ed New World 
and clied after only eivht month ‘ ! revs 
twenty vears later, Manuela Sacr 
resilent of Lima, who hecame se 
tator that she herself was, for 
beratress 

What a woman was La 
nerous, mischievous: fearless 
table loy i}: earthy 
» hussar’s uniferr 
} 


of course, which 
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her story she emerges not only as one of the most 
appealing women South America has ever known but 
as one of the fascinating mistresses of history. In 
ileed, one might be tempted to think the author had 
embroidered on faets to create this dynamie persona 
lity were his book not so impressively documented. 

On reading of this truly grande passion one is 
amazed that it has not been recounted before. Here 
is Mr. von Hagen’'s explanation: **When Simén Bo 
livar was metamorphosed inte a demigod by the very 
people who ten years before had exeerated him. Man 
uela Sienz, it was willed by the historians, had to go 
to make way for the myth.’’ But thanks to Mr. von 
Hagen’s monumental job of research, begun in earn 
est five years ago, Manuela has now been brought 
back to life 

The author's bravura style gives to ‘‘The Four 
Seasons of Manuela’’ the sweep and color of roman 
tic adventure, but this is biography as biography 
should be written; scenes are re-created down tu the 
last strand of golden fringe, to the most haunting 
scent, to the final vagrant word. Bui every detail of 
deseription and, above all, the conversations, have a 
basis in facet; they have come from letters and doeu- 
ments and diaries and memoirs and then letters and 
still more letters. 

La Saenz’ writings were infused with her enor 
mous vitality. She could be eruel, she knew how te 
be rude, but she could never for a moment, bless her, 
be dull 
singingly down through the years and, military man 
that he was, he was a poet at heart who knew the 
beauty and value of discipline 

Yet even more than to Manuela and her distin 
guished lover is Mr. von Hagen—-author of twenty 
books on Latin America—indebted to a young French 
man, Jean Baptiste Voussingault, who had eome to 
Gran Colombia with a group of scientists. This young 
was a born reporter. In 


olivar’s expressions of love to her sound 


Boussingault, this ‘‘Lolo,”’ 
terested in everything around him, he sent back price 
less accounts to his mother and, when he wished to 
deseribe something particularly racy, to his brother 
Ile was close to both Bolivar and Manuela and from 
his correspondence we learn intimate details about La 
Saenz which go far toward explaining her faseination 

Mr. von Hagen’s biography of this authentic 
charmer is comprehensively indexed, and there is a 
helpful chronology. An imposing bibliography gives 


t brief history of the research involved. 
V.L. W. 


MIRANDA: WORLD CITIZEN. By Josech F. Thorning. 
Intreduction by Galo Plazo L sso. F reword by Summer 
Welles Illustrated. 316 pp. Gainesville, Fle.: University 
of Florida Press. 


| N June of 17853, when Spain's empire in America 


appeared more solid than ever, there arrived in 
Philadelphia a young Venezuelan. Ilis father had come 
from the Canary Islands, and the young man wore 
the uniform of an officer of the Spanish Army. Ilis 

me was Franeiseo Mir rnila meet tine main theme 
of his conversations was the independence of Spanish 
t at Washineton’s table lie 


America Ile was a gues 
tant men of the new re publie 


talked with all the impor 
or a ve d the process of for 
mation of a free nation, and he soughi to explain to the 
ladelphia. Bostor ad New York that at 
\meriea was a pact 


nd a half he observe 


people of Phi 
illianee with the Spanish « npire m 


st and that support the forees of revolu 
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was a link with the future rising above the horizon 
Those who heard him came to see later how right he 
had been. 

The Rev. Dr, Stiles of Yale has said that the Ve 
nezuelan was *‘a learned man and a flaming Son of 
Liberty.’’ John Adam wrote: **Miranda knew more 
of every campaign, siege, battle and skirmish that 
had occurred in the whole war, than any officer of 
our army, or any statesman in our councils.’’ Sam 
Adams, Thomas Paine, Henry Knox discussed with 
him at length the possibilities of a revolution that. 
at the moment, seemed to exist only in Miranda’s 
own imagination. And yet, he had a beckground that 
merited respect; he had taken part in the capture of 
New Providence, the capital of the Bahamas, and had 
a hand in the negotiations between the Spaniards and 
North Americans leading to the lifting of the siege at 
Yorktown 

In Miranda's opinion, *‘Washington personified 
the chief virtue of America: he was « war hero cap- 
able of adapting himself to the works of peace."’ 
Among his less sage beliefs: ‘‘ Harvard College is bet 
ter adapted to train clergymen than to mold eanable 
and well-informed citizens.”’ 

After his stay in the United States, Miranda set 
out for Europe. The Spanish Government accused 
him of engaging in smuggling, and voided his pass 
ports. But wherever he went he charmed his liste 
ners. In Russia Prince Potemkin was so impressed 
by the news Miranda gave him of Turkey that he 
presented him to the Empress Catherine at the court, 
where he became one of her favorites. With Catheri- 
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ne's letters and rubles in his pocket, he visited the 
courts of Seandinavia and Prussia, studying every 
thing, from the prison system to the organization of 
the army 

Wherever the Venezuelan went he carried away 
with him the memory of a love affair, fleeting but 
never frivolous. Some thought him a sage, others 4 
great military figure, others a Don Juan, France 
appointed him a general in the army of the Revolu- 
tion, and his name is carved on the Are de Triomphe. 
The cold blade of the gillotine eame very close to his 
neck, but his tongue, his connections and his lucky 
star saved him 

After a twenty-three-year absence Miranda re 
turned to New York and to Washington. He had econ 
versations with Jefferson, He talked with sailors in 
waterfront taverns. He borrowed money, and with a 
ship, a printing press, some cloth to make a flag, and 
even a few arms, he set out to begin the revolution 
in Venezuela. His crew did not know the ship's des- 
tination. On the high seas he told them as much as 
he wanted them to know, hoisted his flag, printed 
proclamations, reached Venezuela, where he was de 
feated and lost everything—except hope and faith 

After this first failure to liberate his country, 
he returned to London. Simén Bolivar eame there, 
and later he and Miranda returned to Venezuela to- 
gether, Kolivar to mount the ladder of glory, Miran 
da again to lose everything, ineluding his liberty. It 
was Bolivar himself who handed him over to the 
Spaniards. Miranda died in a dungeow in Cadiz after 
four vears of imprisonment 








paris MANSION 


BEST LOCATION REASONABLE RATES 
PARIS 27, PASAJE REGIL 
Opposite Hotel Reforma. 
Tels.: 10-19-35, 36-26-34, 36-26-35 











ATTRACCTIVE mannered FACTORY 
~ enema 


ay INSURGENTES 316 
Mexico, D. F. 
ADELAR PR DE POLGAR. Moe 








Jewelry and Silver Factory 


malelany SR t) 


Where fine jewels come from. 


Madero 12 Mexico, D. F. 
Tel. 21-34-62 











BEAUTY INSTITUTE 


Specialty of Facial Massage. Reju- 

venation treatment for the Neck 

and Hands. Reducing Massages with 
Most Modern Meth 


INSTITUTO DE BELLEZA 
Tabasco & Merida, Mexico, D. F. 











il in the know—ask for 


LD CIO 


86 Proof. Kentucky Straight Whiskey. Bourbon or Rye 
Corporation. 


National Distillers Products 


New York. N. Y. 











MEXICAN 


men ee 


Lh 
« 


~ 


« FROMEOLDEN. TIMES... 


July, 1952 


LIVE 


Josehp F. Thorning has told this fasein 
he firat “‘eitizens of the world”’ 
vy hook. tle ! 
i nh coup Hm proves 

the work of William Spen 


eh was the first 


bathe 


} ting 


atorv « 
te 


has had access 


ments 


baiportant 


histori » the sin 


G. A. 


FL CAMPESINO: Life and Desth in Soviet Russia By 
Valentine Gonzalez snd Julien Gorkin. Trenslated from 
the Spanish by ile Bares. 218 pp. New York: G. P. 
Putnam's Sons. 
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when he did. Se you had to manufacture one.” 
it was said, the Reds did manufacture El Camvpesino, 
one of the many Communist myths. 

Now Mr. Gonzalez disproves those rumors. He 
was El Campesino long before the Spanish civil war 
‘and Estre 
provinces o! 


Estremadura,’’ he 
of the most backward 
Next to the great estates and the untilled land, 
to the grandees, live peasants 
without land and often without bread. *** I 
born in a tiny hamlet, to one of the humblest families 
My name was Valentin Gonzalez. But [ earried it only 
the first fifteen of my life.”’ At 16 he 
took part in the uprisings against the civil guards, 
and while his comrades were registered by the police 
El Virulento’’ (**The 
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Cutthroat’’), the young Valentin on his first arrest 
was nicknamed simply ‘‘ El Campesino."’ 

Soon El Campesino became the leader of a band 
of pistoleros or gunmen, ‘‘noble bandits,’’ who sup 
posedly were out to rob the rich and help the poor. 
There is little wonder that in July, 1936, El Campe- 
sino, half bandit, half revolutionary, found himself 
among the Republicans who stormed a Franco for 
tress 

While it is not true that the name of El Campe 
sino was given to Mr. Gonzalez by Russian agents, it 
is true that they exploited it in every way possible 
Nobody can match the Bolsheviks in the art of play 
ing with the irrational factors in the human mind, 
particularly in mass psychology. When they saw El! 
Campesino, who at the beginning of the war had 
sworn not to shave until the day he entered Burgos, 
Franco's capital, they sensed at once that his thick, 
black, tightly eurled board might become the hall 
mark of a ‘‘ peasant leader.”’ 

When it became obvious that the Republicans 
were not going to enter Burgos, and El] Campesine 
decided to shave off his beard, he was forbidden to 
*‘a clean-shaven Campesino would no 
longer be El Campesino.’’ One of the Russian generals 
explained to Mr. Gonzalez: ‘*‘Your beard isn’t your 
personal property. It belongs to the Spanish people, 
to the Revolution. to the International. You have ne 
right to shave it off. It is a matter of Party disei 
pline.”’ 

Unfortunately, Mr. Gonzalez does not dwell on 
the Spanish Civil War: page 38 shows him already 
fleeing to Soviet Russia after Franco’s victory. He 
did not intend to stay in Moscow for more than a few 
months dreaming about going back to Spain to or 
ganize the guerrillas. His destiny, however, was to 
spend ten years in Russia—first to be a Soviet Army 
general, then a Moseow subway worker, finally a slave 
camp prisoner 

An anarchist by instinet, a born rebel, E] Cam 
pesino could not, help starting discussions, criticizing 
social inequality reigning in the Sociailst fatherland, 
voicing his indignation at the system of musual es 
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A Spaniard to the core, he insisted on re 
garding himself as a Spanish, not a Russian Commu 
nist, and talked openly about building 
of Franeo's dictatorship a genuinely Spanish eommus 
Moseow Branded first ‘un 
i secret ‘T rotsk vite was 


subway 


pionage 
on the ruins 
insta, Independent of as 
then 
to digging the 
to the Vorkuta labor camp 

‘uring World War if kl Campesine oue phere 
became a bandit, that is a ° bandit’ 
poor part of what he took from the rieh. In 
U.S. S. R. he robbed industrial managers, high offi 
kolkhoz 
such a feat as grabbing the payroll of a whole N. Kk 
V. D. division. Proudly he says: **As a bandit, | was 
He fled Russia twice: in 1944 Ira 
where he was betrayed, caught by the N. kK. V. »D 
agents and driven back to Russia in 1948 
through Iran to France. He brought a message: ** Six 
thousand comrades came with me to Russia. When | 
escaped in 1948, only 1,200 were left. The others per 
ished ie 

El Campesino says of himself: **1 talker; 
J am a doer.’’ In reality, he is both. Hemingway who 
saw him in Spain wrote: ‘“‘Ile was a brave, tough 
man; no braver in the world. But God, how he talked 
too much. And when he was excited he would say 
anything no matter what the consequences of his in 
diseretion oe 

The book under was told by the author 
to Julian Gorkin, and it that Mr. Gonzalez, 
while talking, did not always keep close to faets but 
here and there wandered into fietion. His narrative 
sometimes becomes noisy Desides this, he is not strong 
in the geography of the U.S. S. R. 

In the present reviewer's opinion, however, this 
hook must be taken as it is—with all its exaggerations, 
mistakes and indubitable brutal sincerity. It shows 
El Campesino as much—as a wonderful Spanish fight 
rough, willful and stubborn. now sineere, now 
affected, almost a legendary man from Estremadura 
who had too much pride and too fierce a belief in hu 
man dignity to be a robot in the Communist werld 
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Current Attractions 


OPERA 


HIE splendid presentation of the opera Atzim 

ba,’’ by the Mexican composer Rieardo Castro, 

served as a fitting finale of the eventful season 

by the Opera Nacional company at the Palacio 
de Bellas Artes. A large and enthusiastic audience 
attended its three performances executed by an almost 
entirely Mexican cast 

In presenting this work the Opera Nacional com 
pany tackled an extremely difficult and hazardous 
project. For following as it did a series of classical 
favorites performed by chosen foreign talents, ** At 
zimba”™’ might have turned out a sad anti-climax 
‘Atzimba,’’ moreover, is not a new work. Initially 
performed here in 1900, it was revived in 1928 and 
again in 1935, meeting with rather slight suecess 
Ilence in its latest and most suecessfu! revival the Ope 
ra Nacional has achieved a belated reeognition of a 
work that had been probably unjustly forgotten 

This belated recognition is larg: ly due, however. 
to the excellence of its performance for ‘* Atzimba”’ 
undeniably has its full measure of shortcomings. On 
the whole it is rather uneven and is marred by various 
uninspired and tedious passages. But if we take in 
consideration the time when it was written and the 
musical mores it represents, we might find in it an 
ample measure of merit. The work is an authentic 
product of its time and period, that is to say, of a 
time when native influence hardly figured in the 
efforts of Mexican composers. Thus, despite its Me 
sican theme in musical substanee **Atzimba’’ is not 
i Mexiean opera. And mainly for this reason, it seems 
to lack originality 
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By Vane C. Dalton 


Nevertheless, it would be more just to class if as 
1 work of plausibly well assimilated eclecticism that 
of mere imitation. Its lack of Mexiewn flavour ean 
be explained by the fact that at the time when it was 
written no one regarded native tunes as possible raw 
material for good musie: it was a time when Frene! 
or Italian influence throughly dominated local musi 
eal tastes. Drawing on this influence, at best, Cas 
tre blended in his composition suggestions of melodies 
from songs that were popular here in his time 

My own impression of this opera leads me to the 
conclusion that Castro was essentially an orchestra 
rather than vocal composer. | found, in faet, that the 
most impressive parts of this opera are those of the 
Intermezzo, of the Concertante in the second act, and 
the Tarasean March in the third. which is somewhat 
on the order of the triumphal mareh in \ida.’’ Al 
this music, basically lacking in the finer points of 
shows a well absorbed influence from 
Vassenet an 


originality 
such varied sources as Tehaikowsks 
Verdi 

The opera contains a number of quite pleasing 
though in no way outstanding airs and duets, whieh 
are clearly excelled by the orchestral accompaniment 
In choral passages, the more suecessful effects were 
achieved with female voices, whose velume outranged 
that of the orchestra: whereas the singing of the male 
ehorus particularly those of the Tarasean warriors 
and the basse aml barytone soloists, wa Llurred= by 


the orchestra 
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Throughout the opera one senses a general absen 
ee of proportion between the music and the singing. 
This, | believe, is its main defect. Moreover, Castro, 
it seems, was incapable of creating clear and original 
melodies, and frequently descended to the level of 
vulgarity which was so commonly manifest in the 
iperas composed by his European contemporaries 

The theme of *‘Atzimba’’ is quite trivial, and is 
in keeping with the melodramatic tendencies of his 
time. The libretto, rather poor on the whole, is of very 
slight literary substance, comprising a prosaic and 
loosely tied narrative 

Thus, it becomes obvious that in achieving its 
successful presentation the Opera Nacional company 
achieved a brilliant feat. And this was amply reveal 
ed in the generous applause it reecived from the pub 
lic. Undoubtedly cognizant of its many defects, the 
public appreciated the fine skill and artristy defined 
in its staging. The sets and costumes were truly ex 
cellent. The vocal, choral and instrumental compo 
nents revealed thorough preparation. The leading 
singers performed in a quite inspired manner. Cu- 
riously enough, the singing of the Spanish tenor 
José Soler, the only foreign member of the east, in 
the role of Captain Jorge de Villadiego, was the poor- 





est. His voice totally lacks distinction: it bears the 
popular stamp of the Spanish zarzuela and is often 
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unpardonably false in note 

The soprano Rosa Rimoch was notably suecess 
ful in the part of the Princess Atzimba, showing the 
fine progress she has made during recent months in 
the perfection of her naturally beautiful voice. Ma 
ria Teresa Garcia likewise fully earned her applause, 
and so have the bassos Silva and Ruffino, in the roles 
of Huepae and Tzimziteha, the high priest and the 
king of the Taraseans. The baritone Fausto del Prado 
scored impressively as the Tarasean warrior Hirepan 
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It was up to the conductor José F. Vazquez, di- 
rector of the National University Orchestra, to cope 
with the difficult problem presented by the play's 
faulty composition, that is, to achieve as far as it was 
possible a voea!l and instrumental balance. But being 
unable, of course, to alter the composer's defective 
score, by reducing here and there the volume of the 
orchestra he partially coped with his problem. Indeed, 
the success of *‘Atzimba’’ must be largely attributed 
to the resoursefulness of this excellent conductor 

Abundant praise must be also assigned to Her- 
nandez Moneada, who conducted the chorus, to Glo- 
ria Mestre who led the ballet, and to Lopez Mancera 
who designed the decor 

Thus the Opera Nacional Company successfully 
concluded the repertoire of eleven plays which compris 
ed its tenth annual season, and included Bellini’s ‘* Los 
Puritanos,”’ Massenet’s ‘‘Manon,’’ Leoneavallo’s ** Pa 
gliaeci,”’ Puecini’s **Tabarro,’’ Donizetti's **Lueia di 
Lammermoor,’ and Verdi’s **‘La Traviata,”’ ** Rigolet 
to’’ and “‘Hl Travater.”’ 


National Symphony Orchestre 


Carlos Chavez will conduct the National Sym 
phony Orchestra on the night of August 14 at the 
Palacio de Bellas Artes in a special coneert for the 
hencfit of the National Conservatory of Music. This 
will be the year’s final appearance of Chavez on the 
local podium, for the season of concerts that had been 
planned under his direction for the autumn months 
had been apparently suspended, 

The program will comprise one of Chavez’ most 
widely admired compositions, the Saraband from ‘*La 
Hija de Colquide,’’ Beethoven's Fifth symphony, Stra 
virsky’s “‘Firebird’’ suite and Ravel's suite from 
**Daphnis and Chloe.”’ 
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We olfer to our many friends of the Anglo-American Co- 
lony the most extensive choice of the finest in native and 
imported meats. turkeys. geese. ducks ani suckling pigs. 
And you will find no finer assortment anywhere of ham. 
bacon. salami. cheese. butter and conserves. 


We cordially invite you to visit us. 
assured that we can please you. 


We are open from 7 A.M. to 8 P.M. and 
deliver to any address. 


Telephones: 24-51-21. 32-12-27 
OUR BEST PERSONAL ATTENTION. 


MODESTO MARTINEZ & BROTHRES 


“LA REINA’’ 


MEAT MAREET 


RICARDO CASTRO & VERDL Col. Guadalupe Inn 
Villa Obregén. D. F. 
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Art and Personal Notes 


T Hk painting reproduced on the eover of this ma 
gazine, depicting a street scene in Coyoacan, is a 
recent work by the noted American artist Roy Mae 
Nicol, Residing in a fine Colonia! house in the heart of 
(Coyoacén, MacNicol is completing a series of paint 
ings, wherein he is afternating between objective and 
abstract themes. which are to be exhibited in the eour 
se of next year in the leading cities of the United Sta 





tes and Europe 

Meanwhile, “just to fill in spare time,”’ the art 
ist told us, he is executing two murals of monumental! 
PHOTO SUPPLIES proportions on the walls of an inner terrace facing 
a patio of his house. ‘‘Ilumanity’’ is the theme. Semi- 
abstract in composition, these murals, with symboli- 
- > ‘ cally arranged figures and objects, project their story 
American, German, English with veritable depth and imagination 


and Italian Film. 
P ; , VOLUMINOUS group exhibition of painting and 
Authorized Distributors A* Sees tie” Mestiahaee dune reeaiens Gaia 
f ANSCO P oduct sculpture "y American war ve eran art studen 8, 
or Ne rocucts. pupils of the Esmeralda and Coyoacin scheols, is 
‘ . “ “Th o > ie fro » OF Mf . » 7 
24 Hour service in developling pen to the public from the ith of June to the ith 
d , of July at the Biblioteca Cervantes (Corner Esmeral 
and printing. | da and Herves 

Experts in Color Film. In all, thirty artists comprise this show, and the 
' stvles and tendencies they represent are wide and va- 
ried. Of the assembled works we found outstanding 
| FOTO LATINA S A interest in a water color by Jim Horney, a_ pastel 
’ : nude figure by Paul Berkow, a wood seulpture by 
GANTE 3-B Morris Gorovits, a painting in vil on a bull-fight 
theme by Ernest Martin, a portrait of an old woman 
Mexico. D. F. in oil by John Martenstein, a portrait of a girl by 
David Williams, and the oil painting ** Resting Clown,’ 

by Dave Palloek 





























It was in 1800 at Sadler's Wells 
that Joseph Grimaldi, 

must famous of all 

clowns, first assumed 

the make-up that S 
became traditional for 
pantomime clowns. At 

that time Curtis Gin had 
elready been disulled in 
London for 31 ycars 





< 
Those who KNOW... 
know Curtis Gin 


Gin AT ITS OLO.Yime GOST Dastilled and boisled in Landon wma 1969 TMS CURB DISTILLERY CO. LTD , LONDON 
FEPORT CONCESSIONAIRES: CROSsse aJetacewetr ito, 30 sono SQUARE, LONDON, Wt 


Agents in Mexico: CIA. MERCANTIL CAMPBELL. S. A. 
Imported by LA PUERTA DEL SOL, S. A. 


Reg. S.S.A. 36104-"A~ 
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Works by the following other artists are inelud- 
ed in this show : Lester Epstein, Sidney Geist, Maleolm 
A. MeClain Daniel Weleh, Walter Bachrach, Manuel 
Vennett, Judson Briggs, Nelson Cappulliez, Mario 
i) Giovangelo, George Grumblatt, Moe Leibowitz. Da 
vid Lemon, Ed Mix, Robert S. Miyasato, Paul Morgan, 
fom Murphy, James Parsons, Bert Pumphrey, Eda 
Kuda, Ignoseencio Vazquez and Hugh Wiley 


T HE MEXICAN North American Iustitate of Cultu 

ral Relations (Yucatan No. 63) is presenting in 
the course of this month a group ol paintings in vil 
on Mexican themes by the distinguished American art 
ist Emile A. Roure 

Roure is no neweomer in Mexico, having painted 
his first pictures in this country nearly half a century 
ago, when he was owner of a mine near Hermosillo, 
Sonora 


T HROUGIL an arrangement with L’Art Pictorial 
Gallery of Paris, The Galeria Arte Moderno (Pla 
za de Santos Degollade No. 16-C) is showing a group 
of prints and paintings by various contemporary 
French artists, comprising those by Beaulieu, Baron 
Renouard, Yvette Alde, Paul Charlot, Forisier. Tro 
nel, Finazzi, Hilarie, Wogensky, Montafiana, Suarez, 
Mayou Iserestant, Alfonso Garcia, Pablo Picasso, G 
Rouault, Dunoyer de Segonzac, Signae, Suzanne Vala- 
don, Peinadoe and Pedro Flores 


Jointly with this important exhibit, these galle 
ries are showing on the second floor a quite interesting 
collection of prints in color by the contemporary print 
makers who comprise the Sociedad Mexicana de Gra 
hadores 


T HE Cireulo de Bellas Artes de Mexico (Avenida 
Juarez No, 58) is offering at this time a collective 
exhibit of paintings contributed by the artists whe 
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Hot Water Immediately! 
WITH THE WORLD'S FINEST HEATER 
“ASCOT” 


(Model 701 - 780 Lis. per hour at 45°C) 
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Representatives for the Mexican Republi 
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Finest and Most Exclusive 
Hand-Painted Skirts in Mexico. 
Come and admire them! 


Riggest choice of hand-embroidered 


Blouses. Exclusive models 
Huaraches 


Londres 136-A 
Next to Bar Mosca Azul 














Congratulations to the American Colony 
on JULY 4th. 
the 176th Anniversary 


of the Declaration of Independence. 


You always get the utmost in 


MEAT VALUES act 


The SANITARY MEAT 
MARKET No. 2 


First Class Quality 
Extraordinary Service 
and 100% Cleanliness. 


—that is. 


There is nothing like it in the whole City 
of Mexico. 


AYUNTAMIENTO No. 13-A 
Tels. 13-16-91, 35-18-96 





TALABARTERIA 
W. G. Robinson 


Av. Independencia No, 46 México, D. F. 
Bench made Belts 
to order, with 
finest quality 
imported hides. 
Riding. 
Jumping 
and Polo 
Saddlery. 
For your shoes and boots England's 
finest polish “CHERRY BLOSSOM” 
Dog requisites an especialty 
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me 


form the membership of this cirele. The funds obtain- 
ed from their sale will help with the upkeep of this 
gallery 


Patterns of an Old City .. . 
Continued from page 16 

He perceived that her will, much as his own, had 
been always hitherto submerged in the unpliable, the 
unquestionable will of her mother. Her lite, from the 
day she was born, through her infaney and childhood, 
the years at school, even after she found employment 
at the bank and earned her living, had always absolu 
tely depended on her mother’s volition. She had fol 
lowed in this respect the aequiescent, the self-erasing 
the stoical appeasive course of self-survival he had 
pursued himself through all these many years. Pas 
sively, like himself, she had accepted the invioiable 
rule laid down by the head of the house—-the envelo- 
ping, smugly righteous, devouring and complacent 
Mamacita—the woman who so long ago in some in 
explicable way had been his primal hope, his dream 
and illusion, and who through a grotesque metaimor 
phosis evolved into a trying burden, and finally inte 
a monstrous all-devouring foree whose onsaughts he 
had survived through impotent submission—the wo- 
man whom he vet owed one sole debt of gratitude, 
and that was for bringing their daughter into the 
world 

It was his only debt, and also his only meager 
satisfaction. For in this procreation she was incon- 
gruously eliminated by nature. Therein she did not 
bequeath a single trait of herself to her offspring. 
Inadvertently—as a goose might hatch a swan—she 
had only served as an instrument, as the ineidental 
means of reproducing wholly and faithfully the hu- 
And to this sole extent 
she failed. During twenty-three vears she sought cdes- 
potically te subiugate their daughter to her destruc 
tive will, and though she achieved. as she has with 
himself, sustained submission and sufferance, she could 
not change her innate substance: their daughter’s na 
ture remained the same 
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July, 1982 
Yes, he mused, to this extent she failed. but 
nature amply avenged itseif with Pabio. Here it was 
entirely the other way around. Pablo had always 
wholly belonged to Mamacita Though physica iN he 
somewhat resembled them both, there was not a sin 
gle trait in his nature that might have derived from 
his father He was authentically her child. From 
his very birth he came to represent for her a full com 
pletion, while her own true nature slowly asserted it 
self with his growth. He was her initial gain and her 
initial complete POSSESSION, the turning pont whieh 
ultimately brought out her fiendish all-embracing pos 
SERSTV CTIONS He was indeed authe ntieally her ehild 

As he watched his son grow and develop, S« for 
Ceballos was often grimly fascinated by this spiritual 
likeness, by the sueeessive revelations of the same 
latent traits. In bewilderment he reealled that these 
were precisely the traits which during that youthful 
period of oblivion had so irresistibly attracted him 
to her Her unpredictability, her affected childishness 
even now, when she was fat and ug'y, especially when 
her words concealed some malevolent purpose, she 
frequently resorted to ba by talk), her petulance, he 
artlessness and whimsy, exerted upon him an inexor 
able lure. He perceived only the surface softness, the 
sweetness and the childish gayety, and not the latent 
image of domineering grasp, of cold and ealeulated 
cruelty concealed beneath. And Pablo, whimsical, care- 
free, bore the same congenital mask of softness, sweet 
ness and gavety. 

Shallow, egocentme and unprincipled about feed 
ing her ego and basking in her adulation, Pablo was 
perfectly adjusted to life with Mamacita. From his 
infancy on, instinetively following a quite natural 
bent, as if guided by an inborn antipathy for his father 
he remained at her side. Like his mother he opposed 
him with every fiber of his being, opposed him with a 
terrible stubborn patience. Thus he balanced the odds 
And in the perpetual conflict which defined their life 
it was his vile hypocrisy and ecupidity that seemed to 
win each encounter. 

It was obvious from the beginning that he did 
not wish to follow in his father’s footsteps. Mamacita 
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had decided for him that he would not waste his life 
behind a drugstore counter, that he was intended for 
a much higher mission than that of a common boti 
eario. tle would, she determined, be an architect, a 
builder of lofty mansions, a designer of great edifices, 
of vast industrial plants: he would make his mark in 
the world. Hence throughout a weary length of years 
Seflor Ceballos had to draw heavily on his limited in- 
come to provide the funds for his son's tuition and 
books, to supply him with clothes and spending mo- 
ney, while the latter straggled through a sundry se- 
ries of schools; though in the end it turned out that 
he lacked a natural talent for drawing and was. i‘Ler 
poor at mathematics, and that perhaps he would do 
better tackling the practical end of the business, that 
of contracting, where the real money was to be made 
But it was not very long before he became involved 
quite innocently of course, in some minor seandal of 
misappropriated funds, and since in consequenve his 
company was compelled to suspend operations, he 
carried on for a time independently as a sub-cont:ac 
tor, and finally deelined to a kind of go-between in 
the sale of sundry building materials: he beeame, in 
other words, what in the parlance of the trade is known 
Yet even at this trite calling his un 
serupulousness and irresponsibility barred the way 
to success A ne'er-do well, shielded under Mamaci 
ta’s wing, he strutted his failure with a mien of arro 
gant comp!lacence 


as a “coyote “ 


Thus, with the whole sad sequence of his past 
emerging clearly in his vision, Sefier Ceballos arrived 
to the final thought: so that was how we were match 
ed—Rosita and I, Pablo and his mother. facing each 
other as antagonists in a mute perpetual feud, in a 
passive unremitting struggle wherein each side repre 
sented the opposite side of the world... Now, from 
this day, I will be left alone to continue the struggle 
Sort of, alone in the world It will be hard to hear 
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her absence. Inside the dismal house she was my own 
sustaining bit of brightness. She kept a light tor m« 
amid the dark; preserved a tiny corner of my own 
amid the desolation But she will not leave me en 
lirely. She is too much part of myself. She is truly 
my flesh and blood. And she is net actually giving 
up and running away She has won her part of the 
struggle 


RESTAURANT 


El Casino 


INTERNATICNAL COOKING 
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tie paused and pondered with a sudden grim con 
tentment. Why yes. Of course. Rosita’s withdrawal 
is not that of defeat. It is that of triumph! She won 
the battle! She made them withdraw. They opposed 
her. They would not have it. They tried hard to pre Comer of 
vent this marriage, to thwart her happiness. But they OAXACA & SINALOA 
lost. Yes indeed, at the outset Mamacita put her foot 
down. She rejected her choice of an humble bank Telephone: 29-57-43 
clerk. It was unworthy. It was absurd. But she could 


not overcome Rosita’s quiet determination. She could / 
not break her will. And then when she finally realized / IO y CC OOa ¢ 
that she was completely powerless, that for once in het You enjoy GF 


life she had met with defeat, she vet refused to admit 
it. She not only yielded completely, but in her indomit 
able vanity assumed a new front, striving to make 
it appear as if she had always heartily approved, as if 
she were the veritable sponsor and is if Rosita was 


merely fulfilling her wish and obeying her wise deci Alfred Snaedig 


sion. Yes, he thought, Rosita won—she achieved some 


ae 9g know how to patepaate it. 
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1 ing lave never been able to achieve 
With a strangely light heart he rose to his feet --+ FROM MODEST LUNCHEONS TO 
saving to himself: we have won. For onee we have REGAL DINNERS 
won! te “ 
It was very late when he locked the back door HOME COOKED” GERMAN end 
and through a cluttered inner court emerged on the AMERICAN DISHES 
street. He walked briskly, almost buoyantly, because 
for the first time in many years he was consciously DRAFT BEER GOOD WINES 
eager to get home SEPARATE BANQUET ROOM 
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hurriguere: his Predecessors . 
Centinued fram page 24 
just as ready to interrupt with new fashions in eduea 
tion and thought and even monarehs. This she did 
vith the Bourbons 

But in Spain's colonies, especially in Mexico, the 
style eontinued unabated for several more deeaues 
and developed into an ‘*‘Ultra-Baroque’’ that has ne 
ver been euqalled for exuberance of ornament, not 
widespread fever of building, and made of that iand 
a gallery of elaborately carved stone facades and 
more elaborately earved, painted, and gilded *‘reta- 
blos’’ such as even the Old World never had known 


The Futile Life of Pito Perez . 

Continued from page 15 

of any ignorant priest. On changing the missal 
the last prayers I glanced on the sly toward the (: p 
tive Christ. There I saw the sacristan talking excited 
ly, surrounded by a group of devout old women who 
peered with attention at the empty box. The morn 
ing with its cowardly light had betrayed the crime 
and when, after the Mass, Father Knuckles and I en 
tered the sacristy, Nazario came to meet us and said 
in a voice of agitation, as if announcing an earth 
quake ‘They've robbed the Captive Christ!’ 

‘**What's that you're saving, Nazario’ Have 
they carried off the holy image’”’ 

“No but they've carried off the holy cash out 
of his box! 

‘** Where is San Dimas’’’ shouted Father Knuck 
les, fixing his eyes on me as if to hore into my very 
skull; and snatching off his cingulum and his stole 
he pushed me by main force into a corner of the sa 
eristy 

‘**Pito Perez, kneel down! Repeat the Confiteor 
and tell me who stole the Lord's money! 

‘**T don’t know, father.’’ 

‘Hie et nune IT condemn you if you don’t tell 
me who the thief was!”’ 
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‘**It was 1, father,’ | cried in anguish, fright- 
ened out of my wits by those Latin words which | 
did not understand and which for that very reason 
appalled me 

‘With his fingers of wire Father Knuckles seized 
one ot my ears in a grasp that nearly pulled it from 
my head. Shaking me unmercifully, he cried, ‘* Away 
from here, you Pharisee, you filthy Pito. Restore the 
money at onee or be consumed in the deepest pits 
of hell.”’ 

‘When the priest loosened his fingers a little, 1 
ran without stopping till I reached the yard of my 
home. San Dimas, who kept what I bad stolen, I did 
not see again; and the whole town knew of our ex 
ploit. Father Knuckles himself proclaimed it from 
the pulpit: ‘**Two traitorous Judases have robbed the 
ehureh. Out of charity I will not say who they are, 
but one goes by the name of Sar Dimas. and the other 
they call Pito Perez.’’ 

‘Ribald verses were composed about us, badly 
made, certainly, and still worse intentioned. But for 
me the saddest part of all was that San Dimas was 
able te return to the parish church rehabilitated by 
my confession. Ile kept both image and alms, as the 
saying goes; I, on the other hand, had the blame, and 
kept, a le memento of my life as acolyte, my red 
cassock, spattered with wax and full of the holes 
burned in it by sparks from the censer.’ 

‘Pito Perez, nobody knows for whom he works 
your San Dimas must have recalled the rhyme 


Thief who robs thief shall win 


A century's release from sin, 


and the proverb which says: ‘‘He who goes for the 
wool shall come back sheared.”’ ’ 

‘**Please don't repeat to me any more proverbs 
Every one of them may serve as a motto to the va 
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BRINGS 1M HARD-1TO-GET STATIONS! 
Gets distant stations sharp and clear! Oa 
house current, easy-to-rune deal ts ilbuse- 
nated! Wonderful performance indoors 
and out on AC, DC or bemeries! Bur- 
guady red of Cactus green 
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Fine Ladies 
Tailoring. 


Exclusive 


Models 


of the Best 


“nglish Materials 


Bolivar No, 21 
Othce 109 
(at the corner of Madero) 
Tel 18-33-45 
México, D F 
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se HAND BAGS AND LUGGAGE 
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rious chapters of my life. | will be on my way, for 
my windpipe w dry. Now tor that bottie; toauay, al 
auy rate, | think | nave earned it 


Why do they eall you Pito Perez! Can you be 
lieve that, to this day, | do not know? 

‘That nickname contains no maice, whatever some 
people may imagine. | will tell you how 1 came 
vy it. Like other poor children | had no costly toys 
or luxurious amusements. My mother, who kept me 
well under her thumb, forbade me the street, fearing 
I might get lost in the fullest seuse of the word. Jusi 
imagine whether that poor soul would lift her head 
if she could see me now! Exiled thus to the yard ot 
my home, | passed the days quarreling with my sis 
ters or making earthen ovens in which to bake mud 
pies. With my clever hands | fashioned tidbits sprink 
led with sand, biscuits of mud, meat pies stuffed 
with offal, which I then persuaded my sister Concha 
to eat under threat of telling our mother about her 
flirtations with the son of Don Zeno, the deaf man 

‘My periods of idleness | devoted to eutting a 
bamboo fife or flute from which, by means of patien 
ce and saliva, | succeeded in extracting, first a few 
unpleasant notes and then, after much effort, the tu 
nes that were popular in the vicinity. The neighbors, 
listening to my long concerts of tremolos, arpeggios, 
holds, and trills, were driven crazy; they had flute 
for rising, flute for eating, and flute for going to 
hed, till they begged for merey ‘Dota Herlinda, do 
stop that whistle! Do keep that whistle quiet!’’ And 
Pito, for whistle, they called me, without ever giv 
ing me cause to feel injured by the name 

‘After my adventure with the money belonging 
to the Captive Christ | gave myself with more earnest 
ness than ever to my little flute, for my mother Her 
linda, covered with shame by the Rector’s proclama 
tion, absolutely forbade me to leave the yard. Seat 
ed like a snake-charmer on the curbstone of the well, 
| passed my life making my sad and weary thoughts 








Colonie! Architecture. 
Aw Conditianed. 
THE MOST EXCLUSIVE HOTEL IN MEXICO 

A Gem of Spanish Architecture with the comforts of today. 


Isabe! la Catélica 7, Mexico, D. F. 
Mrs. Andreina C. Thorpe. Mgr. Tels.; 21-49-07, 36-48-78 
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dance in time to the music of my pipe. But there 
eame a day when, tired of my prison, | decided to 
run away; and at nightiall on a thursday | lett my 
home, te:ing my famnuy that | was going to the churen 
to attend the service of the Last Supper 

‘Without a change of clothing, without «a hat. 
without plans fer the future, with only ten centavos 
um my pocket. | went at top speed up the highway ol 
lis Panerias, and reaching the limits of the Cerrito 
1 stopped to get my breath and make sure that no 
body was following me. The town reached out its 
white streets after me, as if it longed to detain me in 
loving arms, but the highway, enticingly mysterious, 
drew me on, ** Farewell I eried in my heart. *‘ Fare 
well, Santa Clara del Cobre, town that saw me bern 
ind reared, a sad humiliated child. t will return to 
you a conqueror and your bells will shout with open 
mouths to receive me!’ ’ 

‘And what place did you come to next. Pito Pe 
rez?’ 

‘Teeario, at daylight on the next day. Tired 
cold, and dying of hunger, | made for the square, in 
search of something to eat and of « place in which 
to warm myself. Seeing me pass in the streets at so 
early 2n hour, without a hat, people must have ima 
gined that | was from a neighboring farm 

‘In a small doorway some women were selling 
cups of coffee and sections of orange, along with ge 
nerous helpings of aguardiente. At the first cup | 
came to life again. At the second | forgot that | was 
a fugitive from the paternal roof and my soul was 
fortified to forge ahead like the discoverer of a new 
world. Though scarcely a few miles separated me 
from my home, | imagined that | had already perform 
ed a feat worthy of the greatest conquerors: Julius 
Caesar Hernan Cortés Pito Perez. At the third eup 
my capital gave up the ghost, but my imagination 
kindled its first gleams. 

‘From the bench on which | was sitting, | saw a 
big, well-furnished store; perhaps the best in the 
town, it was already crowded at this early hour of 
the morning. Two or three clerks, in shirt-sleeves, 
were waiting on the customers; and a bald old man, 
bent as a meat-hook, whom I toox to be the owner of 
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GENOVA S56 MEXICO, 6, D. F. 
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Mexico's Newest. Most Modern and in 

many respects Finest Hotel extends a 

cordial invitation to the traveling public, 

in the assurance of deserving its patron- 

age by providing the utmost in comfort 
and service. 


Single rooms with bath, or Suites with one, 
two or three bedrooms, living room and kitchen. 
Air conditioned. 


COCKTAIL LOUNGE, RESTAURANT 
featuring a choice international cuisine 
GARAGE 
Close to the center, yet away from congestion 


and noise, Hote! Monte Cassino offers unexcel- 
led accommodations for gracious living 


MAKING YOUR HOME AT MONTE CASSINO 
WILL GREATLY ADD TO THE ENIOYMENT OP 
YOUR VISIT IN MEXICO CITY 
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Watch our craftsmen while working 
and buy at Factory Prices. 





10 PUEBLA St. 187 
CORNER OAXACA AVE. 


PHONE 14-32-11 
MEXICO, 7, D. F. 








AUTO - RADIO 
and 
LUXURY 
ACCESSORIES 


) AUTOMOBILES 
Television 


Repair of Home and Auto Radios. 
Authorized Distributors of 


Products of GOODFYEAR 


AV. CHAPULTEPEC No. 148, Corn. MORELIA 
Tel. 28-93-74 Mexico, D. F. 




















La Nacional 
Cia. Inmobiliaria y Constructora, S. A. 
Construction, Enlargement or Modernization 
of your Home, or any other building. Purchase 
or Sale of Houses, Mortgage loans on long or 
short terms. 








GANTE No. 15—Office 216, Mexico, D. F. 
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SEE THE WORLD'S BIGGEST 
CHARRO HAT! 
Who doesn't know NACHO’S doesn't know Mexico 
DELICIOUS NATIVE FOOD 
Select Variety every Night. 


WIMPY'S NACHO'S 


Corn. of Alvaro Obregon & Oaxaca 
Tel. 28-91-51 
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the shop, was writing with an air of deepest attention 
in an aeeount book. On the highest shelves of the 
shop, with their blue and white paper fringes, stood 
rows of sugar-loaves, al! proudly displaying the trade 
mark of their factory: the Hacienda det Cahulate 
Seized with a desire to POSSESS, by a daring strata 
gem, one ol those very loaves, I entered the shop, and 
approaching one of the clerks, | asked him for a pen 
ny'’s worth of chocolate This was my one remaining 
com 

When I had the chocolate stick in my hand, ! 
went to the owner of the store, and, showing him my 
purchase, begged him, with a humble dog-like expres 
sion, please to give me just a small piece of sugar 

Tell them to let you have it,’’ replied the old man 

| went to the other end of the counter and with a 
frank voice said to another of the clerks, **The pro- 
prietor says to give me a sugar-loaf,’’ and | pointed 
with my tinger to one ot the big loaves near the roof 
The elerk, rather mistrustful of me, said in a loud 
voice to his chief, ‘‘Am I to give this boy a sugar 
loaf?’’ To whieh the old man, without raising his 
eyes from his book, replied in the affirmative, suppos 
ing no more was meant than a little loaf with which 
to sweeten @ cup ot chocolate 

The clerk took down the big loaf of sugar and I 
went out with it in my arms caressing it tenderly; 
and with all speed [ removed myself from the neigh- 
borhood of that shop. This was the first tax I levied 
on the foolish, and my triumphal entry into the king- 
dom of drunkards, for the eups | had drained, forti- 
fied as they were with aguardiente, made me feel 
as if I had swallowed the sun in all its splendor. From 
that day on I spoke with the tongue of the spirit. 
albeit the spirit of wine, and like the prophets of anti- 
quity, | passed my life in a state of illumination 

You complain of your hard luek, and yet your 
theft of the sugar-loaf did not turn out so badly 

‘That was not a theft; it was a loan obtained 
with God's permission. I never possess myself of 
anvthing which is another’s without first making a 
mental prayer to Him who created all things and is, 
for that very reason, the absolute owner of all that 
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Practical, 
Sturdy. 
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@ {Un instrumento de precisi‘n! 
La Parker “51” es la pluma mds 
deseada del mundo. 

{Tal parece ansiosa de es- 
eribir! Su plumilla con punta de 
suave oemiridio fluia sobre el 
papel. Y si la lena Ud. con la 
magica Tinta Parker "51", cada 
palabra seca a medida que se 
eacribe, 

Pida = 
Parker “ 


le muestren una 
” hoy mismo, 





Parke r5 [ 


sec ort al ack / e9 
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AGENCIA CENTRAL DE REPARACION 


NATIONAL PAPER & TYPE COMPANY 


México, D. F 








MITLA BAGS, §S. A. 
LEATHER GOODS FACTORY 
Finest C oe 
Bi, We specialize 
Vw. HAND. TOOLED LEATHER 
i Buy direct from manufacturer 


at factory prices. 
Madrid No. 14 Behind Hotel Reforma Mexico, D. F. 
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Museo Nacional de Artes 
e Industrias Populares 


POPULAR ART PRODUCTS ON SALE 


A non-profit institution devoted to the 
conservation and rehabilitation of 
popular native arts and crafts. 


AVE. JUAREZ 44 MEXICO, D. F. 
Tel. 21-66-79 
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acceptable to the Lord, He 
permits me to take what I need; and if it is not accep 
table to Him, He puts the temporary owner on his 
guard; and the latter in his turn, by whatever 
he pleases, prevents me from earrying out my d 


exists. If my prayer is 


nears 


sign.’ 


Pito Perez, you are truly grandiose. 


‘Gracious’ would he the better word, sin 
I live and drink by the purest grace. But do not have 
much confidence in my own system, because | know 


all the while that what life gives with one hand it 
takes away with the other 

‘In a wretched shop on the outskirts of Tecario 
| sold the sugar-loaf and pursued my way, fearful 
lest some policeman should, by his presence, emibitier 
With my flute at my lips T trad 
ged along the roads, the the foot-paths in the 
hills, dreaming—this was pure illusion !—that | would 
teach the birds to sing; but the birds flew away in 
alarm on hearing the harsh notes of my instrument, 


o much sweetness 


lanes, 


and as if in protest, trilled in the branches of every 
tree. What do the birds sing? What divine romanee 
without words, fit to move the dull ear of a drunk- 
ard? **Wait. little wandering bird,’’ I said to the 


cautious Little creature, seeing it hide in the top of 
a gigantic pine. ‘‘I am going to play you the Misere- 
re from Il Trovatore, a piece I learned from listening 
to Hilario, the organist, while His Reverence was ele- 
vating the Hlost.’’ But the bird trilled its own Ninth 
Symphony and went its way without listening to me 


I came te Urapa, and 
situated within the 
a druggist’s as 


‘At length, 
in that rag-tag-and-bobtail town, 
het country, | applied for work as 
sistant 

‘What is your name, boy!" 


by easy stages 


the druggist asked 
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Homelike Surroundings 
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RENEW YOU CAR 
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and Seat Covers 
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‘Jess Perez Gaona, at your service That is, 
if we come to terms.’ 

***What can you do! 

***Make pills."’ I replied, without untruthfuiness 
remembering how often my tingers had explored my 
nasal cavities 

‘And what else inquired the apotheceary, 
measuring me with his eyes. 

***Patent medicines, foreign style.’’ 

‘**Then I will try you for a few days,’ said the 
old man, “‘and see if you suit me.” 

Filled with the best intentions | went to work 
in the drugstore. The proprietor was a man some 
fifty years old; he was named José de Jests Jimenez 
and weighed over three hundred pounds, even afte! 
trying every kind of diet recommended for growing 
thin. The shop was hardly large enough to hold him 
and at his tread the bottles, the jars, and the pots 
trembled as if shaken by an earthquake 

‘He did not leave the house to attend either the 
church or the sessions of the Town Council; and he 
was of a laziness so dangerous to his clients that in 
making up the prescriptions he was capable of sub 
stituting valerian for quinine, rather than get up from 
the arm-chair in which he rested his posterior as in 
a mold made to his exact measure. As he could not 
be vain of his body, which was that of a cask with 
out hoops, or of his face, which had all melted away 
into double chins, he prided himself on having stu 
died his profession in one of the best schools in the 
world, as he proclaimed at all hours; and had placed 
in the sign of his shop. which he called the Providen 
ce Pharmacy, a cirele containing an #llegory entitled 
the Attributes of Medicine, and this legend in gold 
letters 


J. de J. Jimenez 
Ex-Alumnus of the School of Pharmacy 


of 
Guadalajara 





STERLING SILVER 


OF THE FINEST 
WORKMANSHIP 


JEWELRY, TEA SETS, SILVERWARE 
Insurgentes No. 324-B 


Half a block from Sears 


Silver Factor’ 


Low PRi¢Ees 








Of it is Leather Peter has it! 
Specialty of Shoes made to 


order. American lasts. 
Smartest Models. 


Peter 


AVE. INSURGENTES 320 








“CENTRO SOCIAL SULLIVAN” 
Sulivan 121 


The ideal place for Banquets. Wedding 
Feasts, Coming-out Parties, Lectures 
or any other Social gatherings 


Information at Medellin 45 
Tel. 36-60-88, Mexico, D. F. 
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Bolivar 20. Apdo. Postal 8493 
Tels.: 
18-45-79, 18-45-82 & 36-06-44 
Exclusive Distribuitors for the Mexican 


Republic of the finest and most costly 
cigarettes in the world: 








Most choice Turkish and Egyptian tobaccos. 
Especially for the Ladies 


TINS OF 50 CIGARETTES with GOLD TIPS 


Exclusive Distributors of the most 





Famous of Habana Cigars 














OF HABANA, CUBA 


produced in all shapes and sizes, mild or 
strong, perfect for gifts 


You may choose them also at any 
of our branches: 


“Tabaqueria Campoamor” 


Bolivar 38 
Tels.: 21-82-58, 36-07-67 & 35-98-47 


“Tabaqueria Fina” 


Av. Juarez 83, Next to Hotel Regis 
Tel. 21-17-25 


“Tabaqueria Princesa” 


San Juan de Letran 50, Next to Cine Princesa 


“Lonja Tabaquera” 


5 de Mayo 57, Entrance to Restaurant Cifuentes 
Tols.: 21-82-60 & 36-45-13 


MEXICO, D. F 


CALL FOR THEM AT FIRST-CLASS 
TABACCO SHOPS, RESTAURANTS, 
HOTELS or NIGHT CLUBS. 


We are open Sundays and holidays 
For mail Orders, address 


EL MILLONCITO 


BOLIVAR N’ 20. - MEXICO 1, D. F. 
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MEXICO 


MEXICO. BD. F. 


“CROSS ROADS OF THE 
AMERICAS” 
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RESTAURANT - SODA FOUNTAIN 
HAND HAMMERED SILVER 
MEXICAN SILVER JEWELRY 
PERFUMES - MEXICAN CURIOS 
DRUGS AND SUNDRIES 
CAMERAS - FiLMS - DEVELOPING 
CANDIES AND CRYSTALWARE 
LADIES’ AND MEN'S WEAR 


* 
SANBORNS 


Av. Madero No, 4 México City 
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PALM-WEAVE FURNITURE 


in Mahogany or Pine 


for Value- and Quality-Conscious People 
Come and see what a difference 
a few pesos can make. 


You will be agreeably surprised 
We pack and ship 


MUEBLES AUSTIN'S 


Avenida {udres 105-A (Near Caballito Statue) 
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Ex-Pharmacist of the Hospital 
of 
San Juan de Dios 


Ex-Pupil of Don Prospero Lopez 


An anonymous hand, taking advantage of the night, 
had written beneath all these titles another one 


Ex-Crement 


The apothecary’s wife was named Jovita Jara 
millo, and from her initials and those of her husband 
the drugstore was called in the town **The Grave 
yard of J’s.’’ Dofia Jovita was about forty; thin and 
yellow, but with correct features and green eyes that 
contrasted with the eolor of her skin and with the 
chestnut-blaeck of her hair. Though married twelve 
years she had never had any children; a faet which 
had certainly played some part in souring her dispo 
sition and in making her such a seold that her hus 
band never ventured to lift his head in her presence 

‘Through taking great pains to perform whatever 
they commanded, | began to gain the good-will ot 
this eouple. To indulge his laziness the druggist used 
to seat himself in his chair, and fanning himself with 
a newspaper ,passed the days telling me what was in 
the bottles and the customary uses of the medicines 
they contained. He never failed to advise me that in 
making up the prescriptions | ought always to use 
a similar but cheaper substance than the one ealled 
for; bicarbonate of soda, for example, in place of 
pricolite, sugar in place of antipyrine 

‘Doctors like to prescribe unusual drugs,”’ he 
said, ‘above all when they know we don’t happen to 
have them in our shops; but the science of pharmacy 
aids us to proteet ourselves from such wiles, to the 
henefit of humanity, for by simplifying the preserip 
tions we kill fewer people. I, such as you see me here, 
have saved many lives and some money for the eom- 
fort of my old age, by making up potions of plain 
sugar-water and pills of harmless stareh. Learn from 





Exclusive Models 
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VO. WARE 
and 


LEATHER 





Paseo de la Reforma 121 Corn. Paris 
(Pasaje Regil) 
Opposite from Hotel Reforma. Tel. 10-19-35 


how to win at (ANAS TA 


The rules of the exciting game, are found in 
the handsome booklet in colors, “How to 
Play Uruguayan Canasta.” Ask 


for 


OLD 
SUNNY BROOK 


with each bottle of 
delicious 


OLD SUNNY BROOK 


Whiskey. 
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me, Jesis; follow my exampse honorably, and taste 
the truits of a quiet consesence and a satisiied pur 
se. 

‘Following his advice | began to make up fanei 
ful prescriptions and to take pieasure in the task, 
like the cook who mixes a litte imagination with 
the ingredients of his dishes. in pharmacy, if one 
has a taste fur the picturesque, it is possibile to em 
pwoy, without harm, colors that detignt the eyes vl 
the sick: syrup of saftron flowers, or of red cucrants, 
in the proportions of one to two, for children sutfer 
ing from diarrehea. Vegetable green turns ordinary 
pills into uneut emeraids which women will take 
without repugnance, owing to their fondness for adern 
ments and for gems. But what most satisfied our cus 
tomers was the use of alcohol mixed in moderate quan 
tities in the boiled water of the drafts, of the possets, 
and of the other potions. At the first dose the sick 
people cheered up, sang, and slept well; amd some ol 
them, to the honor and reputation of the doeto 
who was attending them, escaped a certain death 
Afterward they continued taking the preseriptious 
in order, it seems to preserve them from all manner 
of ills. 1, as if affiieted with every disease of the town, 
made use of all these medicines myself, tasting them 
and savoring them as a confectioner does his jams and 
jellies 

‘Thus employed I had, all in all, an excellent si 
tuation. I slept on a cot in the back room of the shop 
where, by answering the night calls, | spared Don J 
de J. the necessity of breaking his peaceful slumbers; 
I ate the same daily fare as my employers: at the mid 
(lay a brimming plate of hot soup and another of rice, 
meat, and beans. The proprietor served double help 
ings of everything and took his soup by breathing 
it in noisily from a tureen, after seasoning it with 
fifteen different things: plantains, salt, lemon, chile 
pomegranate, marjoram, green corn, avocado, pieces 
of tortilla, a dash of red wine, another of oil pierces 
of French bread, slices of hard-boiled ex onions 
and potatoes. Every day he prepared this complica 
ted recipe himself, with the superstitious exp essien 
of a vriest celebrating a strange rite, under the in 
lifferent eves of Dofia Jovita, who never for a mo 
mert ceased to complain of this or that imaginary 
malady. Besides all this I had, within reach of my 
hand, the cordial bottles of the pharmacy and a eash 
box which modestly supported my needs. Moreover 
Urapa was a small town, seantily inhabited. in which 
any inquiries my loving family might make as to my 
whereabouts were not likely to reach me. Hence the 
town was a paradise to me; exempt from the incon 
venience of living with the animals of creation, each 
and every one of these being safely locked up in his 
own house 
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When you Travel . - 


MAKE YOUR TRAVEL 
ARRANGEMENTS WITH 


RAMIREZ SIGHTSEEING 
TOURS & TRAVEL 
BUREAU 


(Agencia de Viajes Ramirez) 
Av. Juarez No. 20, Ist. Floor 
Tels.: 

35-52-73 & 21-33-89 
Mexico, D. F. 








THE NEW SPECTACULAR 


HOTEL 
CALETA 


awaits your pleasure in 
ACAPULCO... 


A Hotel specifically planned for 
distinguished guests who oppre- 
ciote the refined comforts and 


conveniences available. 


e@ 180 Luxurious spacious guest 
rooms 
180 Bathrooms, exquisitely 
oppointed 
180 Telephones 


e@ Hot and cold running water 


@ Our deluctable “Cuisine”, pos- 
tively a “Gourmets” delight 


© “Sunset Hour” magnificent 


Cocktail Lounge. a : 
tt ee 


@ Private dock. 
@ Parking spoce. 
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AN CUTSTANDING NEW TRADITION IN GRACIOUS 
MEXICAN HOSPITALITY. 
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is rie Lyi 
awaken the one that slept within this 
my 


Put there paradise without a serpent 
! indisereetiy 
employers that in 
own town they called me Pito Perez’ Was it, possib 
yy, some leas that led Dofia 
one afternoon, to eall out to me from within her 
liniment’’? 


househok!l by relating to my 


association of Jovita, 
room, 
Boy, bring me a littl 
bottle of i 
face down on 
pain 


and she 


| carried the 
my 


With my saintly face 
niment to the room where 
her hed lay 
said, in her 


MIStress, 
There was a she 
in her neck 

so much as the 


moaning pitifully 
back, 
hear body 

‘It’s this rheumatism that 
geing all up and down me the way it cives,”’ 


side, in her 
weight 


ery 


could not on her 
of a fly 
mut se 
she said in the voice of a spoiled child; **but mv hus 
thinks of my health; he would never of 
fer to give ittle rubbing with anything. Oh 
oh dear, oh dear! For pity’s sake, do rub a little 
my baek!’’ And Dofia Jovita sat 
fastenings of her dress 


makes me 


band never 
me a 
leat 
Hintment on np to 
the 

My soul kindled with warm compassion for the 
pain of that unhappy sufferer; and with my theughts 
nm God, | put hand through the opening in het 
and began gently to rub her bare shoulder 
That’s right,’’ the in a voice of 
supplication Presently she turned over on her back 
nd with her eyes closed murmured, *‘In my waist, 
stop this pain that’s kil 


loosen 


my 
dress 
woman 


said sick 


too, and in my chest, just to 
ling me! 

M\ hand obeved, and 
upon two solid domes wit! 
the 


ne ek 


as it moved upward, came 
That's 


both 


firm eupolas 


right,”’ repeated sick woman, putting her 


arms around my 


‘The effects of the 
Every afternoon the sufferer called trom the 
of her with pitiful moans. **Boy, bring the li 
niment!"’ Every afternoon | took the bottle from its 
shelf and hastened dutifully on my errand of merey 
Meanwhile Don J. de J, remained in the front ot the 
shop, motionless in his armehair. But one day, one ot 
fateful days which 1 ought to tell about in a 


treatinent were sturpristit 
lepths 


room 


thuowe 
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veice equivalent to italic letters, three diffieult cus Meet 
tomers arrived in the shop at once; and the apothe 


cary, making a superhuman effort, came to the back 
of the house in search of me Ile pushed opeti the Scotland 4 
door of the bedroom, and seeing what he saw there 
stood transfixed. Dazed with surprise | got down : 
from the bed as if walking in my sieep and stumbled favorite 
from the room; Dofia Jovita screamed as if she were 
being flayed; and the druggist, waking from his as 
tonishment, began with rounded eloquence to call his 4on 
wife a bawd, an ungrateful wretch, and a corruptor 
of minors 
‘Without stopping to collect my scanty savings 
I abandoned the house by the gate of the yard, so 
dreading the wrath of that outraged husband that | 
resolved to leave the town at onee; | would have jeft 
the earthly globe itself had it been possible to de» 
without quitting this life. 
‘That night, traveling my long road, | thorght 
sadly, ‘*How brief are the festivals of this world, and 
how easily do we allow ourselves to he deceived by 
vain appearances!’’ Once more | was a wayfarer with 
out food or shelter; all through having forgotten the 
story of Potiphar’s wife. In my weariness I vivid!) oD ay ae N N | EK 
recalled my tranquil and pampered life in the apothe >] 
eary’s house, the substantial meals, the drafts of adul + x 
terated haemoglobin, and the generous vield of the W A a kK | ae 
eash-box all lost to be forever, because of Dofia o ¥ 4 
Jovita’s unsuspected warmth.’ ’ 
‘You are oes of a poet than I, Pito Perez! And | SCOTCH WHISKY 


where did you go after vour love-passage with the P _ 
druggist * wife?” The drink of fashion the world over 
‘IT will tell you tomorrow; now | must go and Distributors for the Mexican Republic 


console myself with a few drinks for the pains we PEDRAGES Y CIA. SUCS. S. de RI 
have stirred up. To speak of the past is to resuse! 
Cr. J. M. Vertiz N* 301-B Mexico, D. F 


tate a dead man, and | have courage to talk with th 
dead only when Tam drunk.’ Reg. S.S.A. Ne 2080 “A” Prop. 1043/30 
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Food and Farewell. . . 


Continued from page 18 


. 
Onsiat to enjoy the marimba concert and wateh the people 


dance on the pavement 

Neither the Sefiora nor her sister was visible at 
six o'clock breakfast next morning. The young gir 
served us coffee and totopos and Uarker a shee 
watermelon. She did it very cheertully, though |! 
though she looked tired about the eyes. When I sail 
good-bye to her and thanked her, ! slipped several 
silver one-peso pieces into her hand. In her asto 
nishment and delight she dropped the coins and 
they rang out on the pavement of the patio. Barke 
glanced about as the girl in her pleasurable eontn 
sion retrieved the coins Four pesos,”’ he murmared 
‘That's a fortune for her —precisely what my wife 
pays her a month.”’ 

1 refrained from expressing astonishment, though 
Myers and | exchanged a noneommittal glance. For 
ty-five American cents a month for a maid—up before 
six and still ironing clothes after ten at night. Living 
in the tropies was even cheaper than I had conceived 
But in a short time, when the Pan-American High 
way had eut the corner off the Barker drawing-room 

CREMERIA AMERICANA and rooms for guests had been built on the property 
next door, and Ameriean money left in the Isthmus 
(AMERICAN CREAMERY and minimum-hour laws were passed—well, here too 


the servant situation would doubtless be drastically 


“Gloria’’ and ‘‘La Camelia’’ changed 


(Salted) (Un-Salted) The seven-v’elock air was very fresh as we 
Olice at 4° Martires de la Conquista 94 walked to the station. Cartloads of eut flowers being 


Tacubaya, D. F unloaded at the market as we passed made the morn 
ing fragrant. When we got to the station it looked 


! 1t Calle Ocampo 237 ;uadalajora, Jal as if we had come to the end of the rainbow. Not 
INSIST ON THESE BRANDS IF YOU ARE iat Move was & pet of geld, but that, the sainbow 
SEEKING PURITY and WHOLESOMENESS ‘twelf was concentrated in one dazzling lake of color 
The businesswomen about to set out for the Atlantic 
vide of the Isthmus were arrayed in all their glory 
And they bere purple baskets and red trays of fruits 
and foods to sell along the way 
The dew-moist buttereups made the railroad track 
look like a run of molten gold in some celestial smel 
ter. The rising sun turned the flanks of the yoked 
white oxen to silver and the great solid wheels of the 
Marselle 28 carts to disks of burnished copper. A sea breeze fron 
TELS. 11-42-81 - 35-88-92 the west came like a harbinger preceding the train 
as it whistled for the river bridge at the far end 0 
the town behind us. The wind stirred up the gels 
flecked dust where the oxecarts waited, and blew it 


| . 
49 Rooms toward the platform as the women stooped for thei: 
baskets. balanced travs on their heads. and gathered 
Baths | : 
| 

















their children about them. The rumbling engine seem 


ed to mow down the buttereups, and its mechanic: 
breath swirled the women’s flounces. When we sai! 
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our last adieus, Barker seemed rergetful to see us 
go. 


Musical Instruments of Ancient Mexico . . 
Continued from page 12 


The role that flutes played in religious ceremo 
nies, and especially in the Fiesta called Toxeatl, was 
very great. According to Padre José Acosta in his, 
‘Historia Natural y Moral de Las Indias,’’ the tiesta 
began in this manner 

**Before the feast began they took the curtain 
off from the door of the temple, so that their deity 
could be seen by all, and, on opening, a dignatary 
of those of that temple came out, dressed in the same 
way as the idol, with some flowers in his hand and a 
small clay flute with a sharp sound. He turned to the 
East and played the flute, and turning to the West 
North and South he did the same. Thus he played 
towards the four parts of the world, denoting that 
those present and absent were to listen to him and 
prepare themselves 

‘*In playing this little flute, the thieves, fornica 
tors, homicides and all other kinds of delinquents, felt 
great fear and sadness, and some cut themselves in 
such a way could not dissimulate having sinned. And 
so all those sinners did not ask any other thing from 
their deity, but that their crimes would not be dis 
covered, spilling many tears with great compunetion 
and repentence, offering great quantities of incense 
to» placate their deity. The brave and valiant men 
and all of the old soldiers, on hearing the flute, with 
great fervor and devotion, asked the ereater god and 
the deity by whome we live, and the sun, ‘hat they 
be given victory against their enemies, and strength 
to take many captives, to honor their sacrifices. They 
held this ceremony ten days before the fiesta in which 
the priest ple ed the flute so that all eould make 
the adoration of pieking up dirt with their fineer and 
eating it, and ask the idols what they most desired, 
“ach day praving with eyes raised to the sky.”’ 

The vietim for thiy sacrifice of Toxeatl, who re 
presented the god Tezeatlipoea, was taught by the 
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priests to pilav a flute which he carried all through 
the streets. He would often walk through the suburbs 
at midnight with his flute, and with bells fastened 
to his ankles, waking the people with his noise. They 
vere then to leap from their beds and hurry te pay 
him homage, carrying incense burners in their hands 
to honor him Ther m the tatal day of his sacrifice 
the victim walked up the temple steps, stopping 
each step to play a flute, and to break one or 
step 

This flute symbolized the voice of Tezeatlipor 
god of the night skies, and of the night wind The 
flute that the victim played, in a way represented 
himself, happy and full of life, only to be broken iv 
the end, into what has been termed “‘common clay 
like the end of all men. The flute might also vaguel' 
he compared to the trumpet oft Ciabriel to which 
men, living or dead, have to pay attention 

The flutes were usually made of clay, but some 
were of wood, bone or reed and noostlhy of the sin 
ple end mouthpiece variety, ha ing three teu 
or live stops They were usually in the alley ot Me 
xico, made of well-fired cgay, which was coveced 
with a reddish or brown clay finish, which was then 
highly polished. The mouthpiece was always well 
finished and polished,’so that the mouth of the playet! 
would not stick to the clay. They are usually quite 
short, running not over six to eight inches in leugth 
although a few examples exist of over a foot In leng:h 

Whistles were made of bamboo, bones of animals 
such as the leg bone of the dee or of elay (lav 
whistles are found in many parts of Mexieo, anid 
reach the most remote periods of the Archaic cultures 
rhey are often made quite elaborately and charming 
lv, in the shapes of humans, dogs, ducks, birds of all 
kinds monkeys, skulls, and many other such etties 
forms. The whistles have one, two or three blow 
holes, and may have several stops. There are alse 
ocarina-whistles with three, four or more stops, Xe 
veral have been found which give perfect tones, waich 
is quite a feat of the potters’ art, considering that there 
is practically no way to predict how much elay will 
shrink in firing. and thus change tone. The whisties 
were mostly used to sgnal with, according to ancient 
sources, but there are so very many of them that they 
must have been used for other purposes as W ell. 

Turtle shell percussion instruments, called Ayotl, 
were used a great deal by the Taraseans and othe: 
coast dwellers. They were made from the shells ot 
sea turtles and were often painted, carved or decor 
ated with gold bordering. They eat on the edrapace 
with the palm of the hand, bone of the deer, or with 
hard-wood sticks 
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Small instruments made of bone, (jaguar, deer o 


human), called Chieahuastli, were quite popular. The DEMAND SANTA ROSA TEXTILES 


bone was carved with a series of parallel horizontal 
notches, whieh were scraped with a stick or deer WITH THE ROOSTER TRADE MARK 
horn to produce a rasping sound 
Another rather unusual musical instrument v as 
that known as the Omichicahuaztli. This was a rat 
tling stick, found mostly among the Aztecs and Maya 
Sometimes it was adorned with feathers and beils. It 
played an important part in fertility rites and is 
thought to be a magical representation of a phallus, 
as it was sometimes used in spring ceremonies to 
open a hole in the ground in which to place seed 
Rattles, called Ayacaztli, were also in wide use 
(me type consisted of a dried gourd, painted and 
decorated with feathers. Some are smooth, while 
others have many perforations. Rattling noises were 
also produced by hanging a series of objects together 
so they would clash together when the wearer moved 
Such objects as: deer-hoofs, fruit shells, cocoons, dried 
nuts, sea-shells, bones and metal belis were usually 
strung on a string or leather band, or used bunched 
up. They were sometimes tied upon the body, but 
usually worn on the ankles or arms, although it is 
said that they may have been worn on dancing hel 
mets M7 
We are informed by Padre Sahagin that the Az ‘eae 
tees wore deer-hoofs tied to their left ankles, at a fies iA 
ta named Uei Teeuilhuit). rat i N D TES TIVTI 
Shells, called Oyualli, are beit tinklers, but were 
also worn on the ankles VE RACRUZANA S.A 
Copper bells, called coyolli, were also wora on 
different parts of the body attached to gilded lea 
ther bands), but especially around the ankles when 944 a Guarantee of Quality 
they danced. These are usually quite small. and their Our SANFORIZED Fabrics Will Not 
length is rarely over three inches long. They were Shrink More Than | Per Cent. 
usually slit at the bottom: and hal a little rattle-stone = 
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inside. Sometimes war-shields had little 
ing trom the bottom edge, like fringes. 

Clay rattles were fairly common, and sometimes 
were made in unusual forms, such as flowers or hu 
mans, An example of a clay rattle is the mold-macde 
figure illustrated here, who is playing a double 
flute 

(ireat conch shells were often used as trumpets, 
and were especially in demand to signal the start 
of battles or of fiestas. They are still used today }y 
the Lacandon indians of Chiapas, tu call to the winds 
in an attempt to calm them, and te speak to their 
gods. The tone can be varied by pressure of the 
breath. 

When the brilliant and marvellous new frescoes 
were discovered at Bonampak, it was also discovered 
that the Maya had a previously unknown type of 
trumpet, made either of wood or elay, very long, and 
with a wide opening. None of these have as yet been 
found, nor, to my knowledge, have any 
figures been found blowing them 

Another type of musical instrument, teehmeally 
speaking, were the whistling-jars. These were usually 
made in two which was an effigy, 
and when water was poured into one section it for 
ced air into the other. This air was then led through 
a channel which terminated in a wiiistle 
Pottery figurines, and cups were 
as rattles. The 
false bottoms in which pellets were placed 
sels had hollow supports, with pellets inside 
tled when the vessel was shaken 

The human voice was, of course 
accompany the drums, flutes, 
rattles, ete 

It should be 
these 


bells hang 


terra-cotta 


sections, one of 


iften 
vessels and cups sometimes had 
(iiten ves- 

thet rat 


vessels 
used 


. in great favor te 
whistles, bells, shells, 
stated that the 
instruments had 


hile lodies played on 
a musical seale of only five 
tones 

Padre Sahagiin, in his ** 
(‘osas de La Nueva Espafa,"’ 
ees in which the children learned singing 
eing. These houses were called M'xe« 
ealli, which means, ** House 
taught with ver: 


Historia General de las 


tells us ehout special pla- 
amd dan 
vacalli or Cuiea 
of Song.’” The children 
ers and eare to 


great paitence 
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keep in rhythm, and they often daneed until late 
at night. In this house were professional 
singers who waited for the Ruler to send for them, i! 
he was in the mood to dance or listen to new 

Padre 


also the 


shes 
Sahagin tells us about ene of these tea 
cher singers: **First the 
what they were to say 

to get the right pitch that he wanted, and he had made 
those drum-sticks with rubber tips which they use to 
play the teponaztli, and this and the drums were very 
wood 


master singer told the rest 


and commanded the singers 


lle also had all of the costumes and diswuises 
made, which they were to wear in the dance and the 
motions they were to follow. He also pointed oat who 
were to play the Huehuet! and the Teponaztli, and 
who were to 
on what day they were to begin the fiestas 
himself fixed up with the forewing 
his head were some tassels made of feathers and wold, 
tied to the hair of his top knot; in his lower lip a 
golden ornament or of precious stone 
ornaments of gold, and on his neck # necklase of pre 


and remembered 
ile had 


decoration nh 


those lead the dance ; 


also some eat 


cious jade or turquoise. Around his arms, some bands 
of go'd and a bracelet with rich plamage, and hold 
ing a plume in the hand. He covered himself with 
rich mantles over his shoulder, an girded himself 
with a very rich loin-cloth. In this livery he 
as master of ceremonies for the chief and warriors 
and captains and all other people who were to enter 
the dance, and gave to all copiously to eat and to 
drink, and then supervised the dance. If one of tie 
singers erred, or if those who plied the drums made 
the dancers miss their step, he had them 
and the next day they were killed.’ 

Padre Diego Durdn tells us: **They 
value on the knowledge of singing and dancing well, 
and of being leaders for the rest. In the dances the) 
greatly esteem being able to raise their feet in rhythm 
and of keeping time with their body, and with their 
voice at the same time, because their dances did rot 
only go by rhythm alone, but also by different tones 


arrested, 


vreat 


put 
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with @ special emphasis on 


CHARRO end CHINA POBLANA 


COSTUMES end SARAPES OF EVERY TyYPt 


Hend-tooled leesther, Silver, Copper, Onyx 
end « varied stock ot Mexican 


JEWELRY, WATCHES 
ABSOLUTELY the LOWEST PRICES 
Our reputation is built on 50 
years of honest deeling. 
EL INCENDIO 
Av. 5 de Mayo No. 10 


We speciatize in HAND-MADE 


LADIES HANDKERCHIEFS 
Largest assortment in Mexico 
Bolivar 24 Close to Borda Arcade 


El funuelo 


Alejandro P. Carrille 
Bucareli No. 16% 
México, D. F 
MEXICAN ARTICLES 
THAT COMBINE 


ART and BEAUTY 
with USEFULNESS 


Wholesale Exportation since 1832 
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OPTICA METROPOLITANA, &. A. 


THE PLACE TOHAVE 
VYOuR EVES 











When dealing with edvertisers, please mention 


“MEXICAN LIFE” 
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PORTFOLIC of 17 
ENGRAVINGS 





by the Mexican Master 
JOSE CLEMENTE OROZCO 


etchings, dry points, aquatints, 
covering the period from 1935 to 1944 


With an introduction by the critic 


JUSTINO FERNANDEZ 


(Limited to seventy-five numbered copies 


For additional information. address: 


Sra. MARGARITA OROZCO 


IGNACIO MARISCAL 132 MEXICO, D. F. 
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INVITATION 


For Wedding Banquets, Dances, 
Coming-out Parties, Celebrations, 
Conventions or Lectures 


MODESTO GUTIERREZ DIAZ 


offers the Capital's society the 
sumptuous, elegant and spacious 


SALON AZUL Y ORO 


of the 
Club Hispano Mexicano 


with a capacity for one thousand. five hundred diners 
or a th pl Equipped with a modern 


Sound System and ‘a splendid parquet dance floor. 





The Club Hispano Mexicano 


. the most d and elegant BOWL- 
ING COURTS” io Latin America (14 Brunswick alleys). 
as well as ball-courts for the games of Pasabolo and 
Bolos de Palma. a beautiful out-door swimming pool. 
and a splendid Restaurant. offering an exquisite daily 
table d° hote service at the extremely low charge of 
$4.50, and a special menu for Sundeys ead 
festiv- days at $7.00. 


leclud 








We will 
estimaie tor any banquet or pa 
may be p.anning, without obligation 


CLUB HISPANO-MEXICANO 


Bahia de Santa Barbara N* 26 
Telephones: 35-20-76. 16-46-00 


Ye very happy to r.omit our 
rtv you 
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July, 1952 
of high and low that the dance makes, singing and 
dancing together in harmony. 

**For the songs, there were among them poets, that 
composed them, giving to each song and dance a dif 
ferent tune. Thus they had different songs; some 
very solemn and grave, which they danced and sang 
in the austere fiestas. Others were less grave and 
sharper, which were songs and dances of pleasure, 
and they also had many dances in which they sang 
songs of love 

“Often there were more than a thousand dancers 
with one or two men in the center leading 
the dance, and the people following their steps and 
motions, This was indeed a wonderful thing to see."’ 


at once, 


Master Mechanic. . . 
Continued from page 10 
manufacturing kitchen utensils, doing 
electric welding, making and repairing special ma 
chines on order—but above all, working with motors 
‘There is nothing so beautiful as a motor!”’ 
‘You will make your bride jealous,’’ | warned 
He considered that soberly. *‘Yes, one 
eareful admitted, ‘as 
late.”’ 
We asked for our bill 
As we 
that two pesos was impossible 
sound much alike 


modern plant, 


must be 
with a woman,’’ he with a 
He said something | took 
pulling out it occur 

Dos and 
I called to 


to mean two pesos were 
red to me 
doce, two and twelve 
Olivera 

“A misunderstanding.”’ he 
right You 
ed to send me 
more. | ask a favor.”’ He 

“You see this boy Gonzalo’? | hope one day he 
will think of me as I do of my old master. Among 
all the maestro’s pupils, I am the only one to have his 
will make him happy to know, this, 
and | shall send him photographs. But the thing is, 
if you write Sefiores my friends, I beg you 
to put dawn 


Here 


said, ‘‘but it is all 
you have 
Dut there 


seemed embarrassed 


promis 


thing 


are simpaticos. Besides, 


photographs is one 


own shop. It 


about me 

clear the 
as Olivera would like to see it 

Gabriel Trejo, Zaeatlin, Puebla 


LEATHER - MEX 
WE ARE DEFINITELY the 
CHEAPEST IN TOWN. 

FACTORY OUTLET. 


Av. Juarez 64, Room 107 
First floor, Above Longchamps. 


maestro’s name.’’ 


it is 














To clothes your Child. 
ren with Elegance and 
Economy—come to Me- 
xico’s Leading Specia- 
lists. 

, Beautiful assortment of Suits 
and Dresses—sturdy, smart, 
and saner* in workman- 


GIFTS poe TOYS 


PAY US A VISIT! 
Corn. Lépez & Victoria 
México, D. F. 
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Going to. Mexico? 


Seasoned travelers say: 


“The dependable way to travel is by train! 


there is no question about departure or arrival—the weather's always 
tine aboard an air conditioned Pullman, and Mexico's steep mountain grade 
and plateau levels are all the same to the big new Diesels which are maintair 


ing an all-time ‘‘on time” record 


Aboard a train, each mile brings new thrills, amazing changes of scene 
close to your eyes and as far as you can see. You can marvel at it all, enjoy 
it fully, because you ‘re unconf.ned, completely relaxed; cared for by the 


world’s best travel experts—courteous train and diner crews 


Travel to ‘air-conditioned’ Mexico City in Pullman 


or deluxe-coach air conditioned comfort 


NATIONAL RAILWAYS OF MEXICO 


F. Alstorre OG, de Velasco 

General Agent Assistant to Passenger Trafic Mer. 
2401 Transit Tower Bolivar 19 

Sen Antonio, Texas Mexico City, DF. 

























Favored by 
. men and women 
for 100 years. 
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6 Paris depuis 1828 
GUERLAIN’S PRODUCTS ARE ONLY SOLD AT FIRST-CLASS STORES | 
Bee. 5.5.4. No. 18836.19765.20012 2 
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